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oo A. L. A. series of regional 


conferences got off to a fine 

start at Vancouver with nearly 
800 librarians from the Far West 
in attendance. The serious business 
of the conference centered around 
the reports of the Public Library In- 
quiry and the Fourth Activities Committee. 
High lights on the fun side were the all-day 
“mystery cruise” on the Sound and an eve- 
ning program put on by a school for Scot- 
tish dancing. Already those of us who plan 
to attend most or all the regional conferences 
feel like performers on an old-fashioned 
Chautauqua circuit, and we are wondering 
whether our heads or feet will give way first. 


Because of the need for clearing all decks 
(desks really, but I am in a nautical atmos- 
phere here in Seattle), I only got to one of 
the numerous summer conferences and work- 
shops—the one on “The Library and the 
Community,” sponsored by the George Pea- 
body Library School and held at Nashville the 
first week in August. More than 350 librar- 
ians were registered, and 27 states, one 
United States territory, and two foreign 
countries were represented. George Pea- 
body College had an unusually large number 
of students in its Library Science summer 
school, and most of them attended the con- 
ference. One morning session was given 


omment 


over to a discussion of children’s 
encyclopedias as a medium of com- 
munication. A panel of eight in- 
cluded two men from the educa- 
tion department, three librarians, 
and three encyclopedia representa- 
tives. From the standpoint of the 
students, our courteous, harmonious behavior 
was probably disappointing. We were sup- 
posed, I think, to provide the fireworks of 
the conference—or at least to assume a role 
similar to that of the Scottish dancers at 
Vancouver. 


It was at Vancouver that a county librar- 
ian from Washington told me about some of 
the successful techniques used in the county 
bookmobile service. The bookmobile is 
equipped with a loud speaker which can be 
heard clearly for half a mile. As the librarian 
approaches a crossroads stop, she calls: “Mrs. 
Jones, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Brown, the book- 
mobile is here. You and your children bring 
your books.” The bookmobile always carries 
a set of Compton's, and volumes are loaned 
to children. One day a small boy was the 
first patron to arrive. “Have you got the B 
book?” he asked eagerly. “I am sorry, but we 
haven't any books on bees today,” said the li- 
brarian, where upon the boy explained that 
it was the big red encyclopedia B book that 


he wanted. He got it. 
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For WO00 and METAL 
LIBRARY EQUIPMENT 


Please Remember 


There is ONLY ONE 
SNEAD & COMPANY 


} 


Recently, there have been deliberate attempts 
to confuse librarians and architects regarding 
the identity of the company that is now 
carrying on the library business of the Snead 
family. 

The Snead library business is now, as it has 
been continuously for the past 70 years, un- 
der the personal management of the Snead 
family. We are Snead & Company in name, 
tradition, and experienced personnel. No 


now engaged in the rapid and economical 
production of wood and metal Snead library 
equipment to meet practically every require- 
ment. 
Engineering Service 

Snead engineers work with architects, li- 
brarians, and builders in developing plans, 
and in the erection and equipping of modern, 
efficient libraries. Close personal contact is 
maintained from start to finish. 


one else is authorized to 


The organization that pio- 


trade on our good name 
in the library field. 
Modern Plant 
Plant facilities, comprising 
26 acres of floor space 
and equipped with modern, 
specialized machinery, are 


SNEAD & (Company .. 


SNEAD WOOD FURNITURE 
and EQUIPMENT 


Besides the metal equipment list- 
ed below Snead & Company 
offers a complete line of wood 
furniture and equipment, such as 
Charging Desks, Catalog Cases, 
Tables, Shelving, Chairs, and 
technical equipment of standard 
or special design. 


neered many of the major 
improvements in modern 
library construction is ready 
to place its extensive en- 
gineering facilities at your 
disposal without obliga- 
tion. 


. ORANGE, VIRGINIA 


Division of Angus Snead Macdonald Corporation 


Steel Bookstacks, Single and Multitier - Snead Modular Construction - Deck Floors, Concrete, 
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O our Spiritual Father, Pope Pius XII, now commencing the 
poe decade of his glorious reign, we, the Officers, Execu- 
tive Council and Members of the Catholic Library Association, re- 
new our pledge of continued fealty to his call for Catholic Action 
and for peace, to the desired end that all things ray begin and 


end in Him Who is without beginning. 
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CATHOLIC ACTION—LIBRARIANS 
AS CHRISTOPHERS' 


By REVEREND Louis A. RONGIONE, O.S.A. 
Librarian, Augustinian Academy, Staten Island, New York 


“The waters of wisdom gave them to drink, alleluja: in them wisdom shall be 
made strong and shall not be moved, alleluja: and she shall exalt them forever, 


alleluja, alleluja” (Eccli. 15: 3-4). 


“Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon 


His name: and make known among the nations His marvellous works” 


(Psalm 104: 1). 


Chesterton’s penchant for the paradox 
often made him misunderstood. Conse- 
quently, the serious-minded were sometimes 
offended by his frivolity; the frivolous were 
saddened by his solemnity. Both these 
classes of critics, incapable of assimilating 
the seeming contradictions of his sayings, 
tried to construe his paradoxes as flights of 
playful perversity. 

We may chuckle with Chesterton when he 
says: “The modern man no longer preserves 
the memoirs of his great-grandfather; but 
he is engaged in writing a detailed and au- 
thoritative biography of his great-grand- 
son.” Offhand, we might call this quip 
a typical example of Chestertonian perverse 
playfulness. But we must bow to his sag- 
acity and his seriousness when we hear him 
hasten to add: 

The future is a refuge from the fierce 

competition of our forefathers. All 

the men in history who have really 
done anything with the future have 
had their eyes fixed upon the past. 

Man is a misshapen monster, with 

his feet set forward and his face 

turned back. He can make the future 
luxuriant and gigantic, so long as he is 
thinking about the past.> 

The theme of our library convention this 
year is: Catholic Action—Librarians as 
Christophers. The warning implied in 
Chesterton's words should protect us from at 
least one pitfall in our efforts to understand, 
‘. 1. Sermon delivered at the Pontifical Low Mass opening 

the 23d Annual Conference, Our Lady of the Rosary 


Church, Detroit, April 19, 1949. 

2. Chesterton, Gilbert Keith, “Fear of the Past’, in 
The Man ou Was Chesterton, comp. and ed by 
Raymond T. Bond, Dodd, Mead, 1937, p. 90. 


Ibidem, p. 92. 


to interpret, and to realize in our activities 
the ideals and the goals contained in our 
theme. 

If we librarians hope to participate in- 
telligently and actively in the apostolate of 
the hierarchy, which is Catholic Action; if 
we hope to carry Christ and His message to 
all mankind, which is the aim of the Chris- 
topher, then we must not make the mistake 
of the ultra-modern who hopes to map out 
a glorious future by uprooting himself from 
the past. It is a common weakness of some 
convention participants to find false strength 
in pretending to be pioneers in fields that 
have already been the scenes of many and 
brilliant past triumphs. This is, to say the 
least, an affront to our forefathers. 

Rather than borrow a dubious courage 
from an uncertain future, rather than make 
doubtful claims that the role of the librarian 
is a mew and a changing one, that we are 
trail-blazers in a world which is just be- 
ginning to appreciate our importance; let 
us rather be like the monster of Chesterton 
with our feet set forward and our face 
turned back. We want, by all means, to 
make the future of the library luxuriant and 
gigantic, but we want to begin to do it by 
thinking about the past. 

It should add greatly to our esprit de 
corps to reflect that the role of the librarian 
has always been an honored and important 
one in the history of the Church. It was 
the common custom in the monasteries, even 
long before the rise of the universities, for 
a learned monk of high rank in his order to 
hold the position of librarian. It was his 
task to supervise the cloister-libraries, to cir- 
culate books, to compile catalogs, to keep 
the archives, and to serve as reference li- 


LIBRARIANS AS CHRISTOPHERS 


brarian. Many modern practices of uni- 
versity library administration can be traced 
back to the monastery libraries. During the 
growth of cathedral libraries in the fifteenth 
century, the status of the monk-librarian was 
not changed, but his functions were in- 
creased.4 Hounds of truth that we are, we 
modern librarians can certainly claim an 
ancient and illustrious pedigree. Because 
we are the beneficiaries of so glorious a 
heritage, as Catholic librarians we should feel 
perfectly at home in our libraries. 

Truth, which is the librarian’s stock in 
trade, is another motive for keeping us hap- 
pily engaged in our apostolate. As we cau- 
tion ourselves against a hostile or patron- 
izing attitude toward the past in our 
endeavor to build the future, so also must 
we abandon any bias against profane or even 
pagan writings in our quest for truth. An 
antique dealer will not despise even an abom- 
inable and abandoned hovel, with the hope 
of acquiring some prized possession. So too, 
the Catholic librarian, forearmed with a dis- 
cerning sense and a steadfast faith, will not, 
if he treasures truth, scorn non-Catholic lit- 
erature, since he can often find there the 
truth which he cherishes. 

St. Augustine, whose ceaseless search for 
truth brought him through the labyrinth of 
error and doubt to the sunlight of truth and 
certainty, speaks from experience when he 
encourages us to read even pagan authors 
in our quest for truth. In his De Doctrina 
Christiana, he says: 

We should not ignore literature be- 

cause Mercury is reputed to be its pre- 

siding deity . . . On the contrary, every 
good Christian should understand that 
wherever he discovers truth it is the 

Lord’s. Considering and discerning 

this truth . . . he will deplore and 

guard against men who “although they 
knew God, did not glorify Him as 

God”.5 

It is the truth which nourishes the human 
mind. It is the truth which makes man like 
God, Who is Truth. Now the librarian is 
professionally a truth seeker and a distribu- 
tor of truth. Therefore, by his very calling, 
the Catholic librarian is a Christopher. 

4. Cfr. Tse-Chien Tai, Professional Education for Li- 

brarianship, Wilson, 1925, p. 98-9. 

Book II, 


5. Augustine, St., De Doctrina Christiana, 
Chapter 18. 


“The foundation of all true Catholic Ac- 
tion,” says Archbishop Cicognani, “is our 
own knowledge of the faith that is in us. . . 
The meaning of that faith becomes clearer 
to us as we learn better what it really is.”© 
No small part of the lofty vocation of the 
Catholic librarian is to search out, to make 
available, to scatter abroad these seeds of 
knowledge which will flourish and find ful- 
fillment in Catholic faith and practice. 

You do not have to be told that the li- 
brary is no mere storehouse of books. You 
know, as well as I do, that the library is a 
veritable battleground where truth and false- 
hood lock in deadly combat for the posses- 
sion of man’s mind and soul. You know 
that in the ocean of human history many a 
man has been sucked into the whirlpool of 
pagan and materialistic philosophy who 
might have been rescued by the saving 
thread of our Christian literary heritage. It 
is impossible for the hierarchy and the clergy 
to carry out this rescue work unaided. The 
power of the librarian to assist in this work 
and in the apostolate of Catholic Action in 
general cannot be overestimated. 

In his book, You Can Change the World, 
Father Keller makes a statement which is, at 
once, a source of inspiration and a challenge 
to the Catholic librarian. “If sanity is to 
emerge once more and soon,” he says, “more 
librarians are needed who have a real, God- 
fearing grasp of the intellectual content of 
civilization, who have some realization of 
the importance of preserving it in living 
minds.”’ A nationally known Jewish psy- 
chiatrist has recommended Fr. Keller's book 
to patients whose lives lack a spiritual pur- 

. I would like to recommend Chapter 
VIII of that book, “The Library, Arsenal of 
Ideas”, to those who might harbor any doubt 
as to the true Christopher character of the 
Catholic librarian or who might be tepid in 
their appreciation of the tremendous im- 
portance of the library in the field of Catho- 
lic Action. 

Over the library in ancient Thebes was 
placed the inscription in Greek: “Healing 
place of the soul”. Today we would call this 
$. Cicogneni, Most Reverend Amleto Giovanni, from 

an address at the 13th annual convention of the 

NCCW, St. Paul, Oct. 10, 1933, quoted ‘n pam- 


phlet Aids to Catholic Action, National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, 1933, p. 5. 


7. Keller, Reverend James, M.M., You Can Change 
the World, Longmans, Green, 1948, p. 181. 
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bibliotherapy, a form of psychological dietet- 
ics, or the use of books for therapeutic pur- 
poses. Think how limitless are the bless- 
ings that can flow from a bibliotherapy 
which ministers to the spiritual deficencies 
and cravings of those who visit our libraries. 
Whether we carry out our duties in a school 
library or a public library, a parish or hos- 
pital library, the library of a summer camp 
or a military camp, we can still make our 
library the “healing place of the soul”. 
Speaking to a group of Catholic librarians 
in Chicago less than two years ago, Cardinal 
Tisserant of the Vatican Library said: “Sure- 
ly your work is not that of politicians who 
proclaim their progress. In your position as 
librarians you are not obliged to preach, but 
when you are obliged to buy books or to 
give counsels to readers who ask you, it is 
not a mistake to decide your choice accord- 
ing to your Catholic convictions.” This, 
too, is a carrying out of the Christopher idea. 
The pursuit of personal Christian perfec- 
tion is, of course, the first and greatest end 
of Catholic Action. The putting on of 
Christ, as St. Paul suggests, is furthermore 
the best way of carrying Christ to the crowds. 
The best method, therefore, of beginning to 
actualize our theme, Catholic Action—Li- 
brarians as Christophers, is to cultivate those 
qualities which are the primary requisites 
of any librarian, qualities which are more 
8. Tisserant, Eugene Cardinal, “The Work of Catholic 
Librarians and the Development of an International 


Outlook”, in Catholic Library World, 19:53, No- 
vember, 1947. 


fundamental even than courses in book se. 
lection, children’s literature, reference, use 
of the library, history of books and printing, 
and the other nightmares which add up to a 
BS. in LS. 

After we have purified the bibliosphere 
of technical terminology and professional jar- 
gon, we will find that the qualifications of 
the librarian are in their homely simplicity 
even more impressive than the books on li- 
brary economy claim. For the requirements, 
the personality traits, of the librarian are the 
simple but sublime virtues of love, love of 
men more even than of books, patience, kind- 
ness, meekness, humility, prudence, fortitude, 
perseverance, and many other virtues which 
must all be seasoned liberally with wisdom, 
a most necessary gift for the librarian who 
would champion the cause of Catholic Ac- 
tion, who would carry Christ to the mulkti- 
tudes. 

Christopher librarians, therefore, will 
drink deeply of the well of wisdom, so that 
it can be said of them and of those whom 
they influence, in the opening words of to- 
day’s Mass: “The waters of wisdom gave 
them to drink: in them wisdom shall be 
made strong and shall not be moved: and 
she shall exalt them forever”. 

And, if we are looking for a conclusion 
which embodies a resolution, we find it in 
the second half of this morning's Introit: 
“Give thanks to the Lord, and call upon His 
name: and make known among the nations 
His marvellous works”. 


THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY TRADITION!’ 


By BROTHER AURELIAN THOMAS, F.S.C. 
Past President, Catholic Library Association 


Nothing disappoints me so much as a 
speaker who takes liberties with the topic as- 
signed him. On the other hand, nothing so 
intrigues me as a speaker who has a new or 
different point of view on an assigned topic. 
Thus, in the consideration of the Catholic 
library tradition, nostalgic views of great 


1. Paper read at the First General Session, Detroit Con- 
ference, April 19, 1949. 


monastery libraries are immediately evoked. 
Yet, the Catholic library tradition is not only 
monastic scriptoria and reading rooms, but, 
more importantly, it is the spirit with which 
the librarians of these institutions were in- 
fused. The Catholic library tradition is es- 
sentially one of the spirit. And the spirit 
that animated all Catholic librarians has been, 
historically, as it is today, the spirit of Faith. 


aw 
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Without too much strain on the imagina- 
tion, we can see the custodes of books in the 
early ages of the Church lending their treas- 
ures to well-intentioned souls, because they 
found in them an impetus towards the de- 
velopment of the Christian spirit, a new 
means for realizing the more fully and liv- 
ing the more generously, the life of Faith. 
Historically, the Catholic viewpoint on seg- 
regation, on censorship of books, has been 
the guarding of faith, the preservation of 
morals. Correct editions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, of the liturgical books, of the writings 
of the Fathers and the Doctors of the Church, 
were multiplied and their use encouraged, in 
the interest of disseminating the truth, of 
leading men and women to the cultivation 
of the life of grace, of inspiring them to pass 
along to others the bread of truth delivered 
to them through the apostolate of the word. 

Historically, we are aware of the various 
agencies responsible for the growth and de- 
velopment of libraries. From the munifi- 
cence of kings and emperors, the liberality 
and interest of the popes, the love and af- 
fection of the monks of early and of medie- 
val times, libraries in every part of the civil- 
ized world have been built, in the Christian 
spirit, for the edification of one’s neighbor, 
for the sanctification and salvation of indi- 
vidual souls. 

Yielding for a moment to the nostalgic 
appeal of the ages of Faith, we can, in our 
mind’s eye, contemplate the good Abbot of 
Jarrow, Benedict Biscop, returning from 
Rome laden with what has been termed “in- 
numerable tomes”, so that his monks might 
make copies of the wonderful books he found 
in Italy. Bede the Venerable, Richard de 
Bury, Alcuin the Scholar, are all names to 
conjure with in the library field. To each the 
pursuit of the good book meant the breaking 
of spiritual bread. Books were few and ex- 
pensive. At great pains and over periods of 
years, the good tidings contained therein 
were copied carefully, so that others might 
share in the spiritual and edifying content. 

The Catholic library tradition! The Catho- 
lic library tradition is essentially the spirit of 
Catholicity. Today, inundated by secularism, 
it is hard for us to evoke that Catholic spirit. 
Once on a memorable day, some five hundred 
years ago, John Gutenberg produced his first 
great work set in movable type. It was a 
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Bible. Here, again, in the Catholic spirit 
was the reproduction of copies of the word 
of God, so that more might profit from this 
multiplication. In the days of incunabula, 
more than seventy-five per cent of the books 
printed were theological in content. Then 
came the deluge, the rapid and comparatively 
cheap reproduction of all kinds of books. 
Here we see, for the first time, the opera- 
tion of the Holy Office and the assurance 
that many of these newly produced tomes 
were dangerous to the faith of millions. The 
world has advanced since then. Bit by bit 
the price of printing has decreased. Bit 
by bit the control of books has passed from 
the hands of the Church, until today the 
“free spirit” may express itself in print for 
the millions. 

What shall I say of the free spirit? How 
other than to match it against the Catholic 
library tradition? How better than to in- 
quire how well it serves the purpose of man 
here below, to do all things for the glory of 
God? The “free spirit”, as it is so euphemis- 
tically denominated, is more often the voice 
of licence. More often it is expressive of the 
libertine disregard of moral values, rather 
than the spirit of free inquiry it purports to 
be. The true liberty is the liberty of the sons 
of God—the free choice of what is good and 
productive of good. True liberty in the Cath- 
olic sense is well expressed by Piccarda, 
who, in Dante’s Purgatorio, so well expresses 
the Catholic concept in her beautiful and 
telling acceptance of God's design, when she 
says, “In His will is our peace”. 

Ours is not a policy of negation. Ours is 
a policy of conscious choice, of active asso- 
ciation in the divine plan and of making all 
our efforts bend towards doing God's will 
here; of looking at all things in the guise of 
eternity; of using creatures as God gives 
them to us, for His greater honor and for 
the salvation of souls. 

It is in this spirit, and in the Catholic tradi- 
tion, that we are gathered here today, to as- 
sess our progress, to rededicate ourselves to 
the work of God in which we are engaged, 
to press forward to the fuller realization of 
His plans in our regard. 

All of us, religious and lay members of the 
Catholic Library Association, are carrying out 
a positive program of Catholic Action des- 
tined to show faith, as best we can: the beau- 
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ties of the Faith, the message of the Faith to 
the modern world, the service of the Faith 
as an instrument in making men happy and 
contented here, as well as happy in the life to 
come. From these considerations we should 
all beget a new spirit of inspiration, a new 
modus agendi, a new impetus to assist us in 
the work we are doing. 

Many a book has been written of the his- 
tories of libraries, and of the monastic li- 
braries in particular. In Germany, in France, 
in Italy, in Spain, treasures so frequently at- 
tached to the great monastic establishments 
of England were repeated, oftentimes super- 
ceded. But the feverish unrests of history, 
the wars and pillages of vandals and bar- 
barians, in every country, as well as the forces 
of nature in flood and fire, often destroyed 
what it had taken centuries of loving care to 
build. So, throughout the pages of history, 
we see the long, tender care lavished on con- 
struction and the swift, sacrificial hand of 
destruction. 

Many of us have followed the footsteps of 
Thomas Frognail Dibdin, as he plods the 
roads of northern France, some fifteen years 
after the destructive force of the French Rev- 
olution. After the dismembering of the 
great French abbeys, the destruction of mon- 
astic libraries, he traces here and there, manu- 
scripts and incunabula, the proud —— 
of municipal and private 7 rane the s 
of the great monastic collections plun oo 
by the revolutionists. The great British Mu- 
seum itself was started from books of which 
Henry VIII had despoiled the monasteries of 
England. Many another great municipal col- 
lection is based on the rededication to public 
service of what had been monastery collec- 
tions. An excellent example of this is the 
great Vittorio Emmanuele in Rome, lock, 
stock and barrel, the library of the Jesuit 
Collegium Romanum. 

History acquaints us with these great col- 
lections. History tells us of their spoliation. 
History repeats again the birth and growth 
of new institutions under municipal and col- 
legiate authority. We are, thanks be to God, 
part of that movement. 

Here in the United States, we have made 
great strides in the past hundred years. We 
are met here today, a compact group of pro- 
fessional Catholic librarians, anxious 
eager to do our part towards the restoration 


of these great collections, or at least towards 
helping to realize their American counter- 
parts in our own time. Year after year sees 
enormous and encouraging progress in Cath- 
olic librarianship. We can point again 
this year to new libraries and new library 
buildings. We can point in our ‘membership, 
in our professional preparation, in our high 
standards, to achievement and accomplish- 
ment. It would suit a retiring President to 
commend the progress of the Association 
members and to compliment those respon- 
sible for these advances. And we do, most 
heartily. 

But the smug satisfaction that says every- 
thing is now done has no place in a dynamic 
society, nor does it have a place in the tre- 
mendous work ahead for the Catholic li- 
brarian. Membership in our Association is 
growing daily. But we have, to date, reached 
only some twenty per cent of our possible 
membership. Service continues on a high 
level. But we have, as yet, not been able to 
achieve the publishing and printing of ma- 
terials that will be of significant professional 
assistance. Standards are everywhere being 
improved. But there is still a world of pos- 
sible improvement. Professional prepara- 
tion goes on apace. But there is still not 
ten per cent of the professional assistants we 
need available. Quality is daily being 
stressed in book collections. And this is as it 
should be. But we need, on a national scale, 
the new interpretation of quality in refer- 
ence to our library aims. We need new 
statements of aims and a rugged policy of ad- 
hering to them to achieve the library pro- 
gram best suited to our needs. 


I would like to see the time come when 
the Catholic Library Association can have 
an evaluative committee on the road, ready 
to visit our colleges, to check the equipment, 
the staff, the collections, against the policies 
of the curriculum and to publish these find- 
ings for the betterment of the colleges con- 
cerned, for the just commendation of those 
whose work and equipment best suit their 
aims. Colleges and universities under Catho- 
lic auspices are, in general, providing in 
their libraries for the needs of their students. 
Seminaries, however, save for a few com- 
mendable exceptions, have a real need to 
check their aims and examine their collec- 
tions. High school libraries everywhere are 
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realizing the need of uate libraries and 
library standards, but the field here is almost 
as vast today as it was twenty years ago. 

In the field of hospital libraries, the Catho- 
lic hospital group has made a beginning, 
though the importance of the work has yet 
to be brought to the attention of the ma- 
jority of our hospital administrators. In the 
twin fields of service to Catholic readers in 
the public library and to readers in Catholic 
lending libraries, we can foresee a tremen- 
dous amount of expansion. The Association 
is fully aware of all these opportunities. Re- 
cent issues of THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
WorLD have featured helps for members on 
all these levels. We have great work to do 
here and we trust that, under God, we shall 
be able to accomplish a great deal. 

Not the least of our endeavors has to do 
with our elementary school libraries. Tied 
in with our concept of giving a rounded edu- 
cation, is a realization of the utility of in- 
telligent library service on the primary and 
grammar school level, as long since acted up- 
on by our elementary school principals. 
Through the stress on reading, we have been 
building up an alert and intelligent group of 
citizens, whose affection for reading, fostered 
on the elementary level, has withstood the 
myriad distractions of the American scene. 

I have sketched, in summary fashion, the 
traditional place of the library in the Catho- 
lic scene; I have touched upon, again in sum- 
mary fashion, the needs we still feel for li- 
brary progress under Catholic auspices. My 
next, and last, remarks have to do with fields 
little stressed but most important in the work 
of Catholic librarianship. The first of these 
is house libraries, the second is diocesan and 
community archives. 


The growing influence of religious con- 
gregations in our country emphasizes the im- 
portance of the libraries in our convents and 
monasteries. Not only should we stress the 
importance of having these libraries or- 
ganized, however small they may be; nor 
should we stress the convenience to mem- 
bers of the community of borrowing books 
from the school library, nor to students of 
having available for special use, books found 
only in the community library. What we 
need in this regard is something in the line 
of official directives from the Catholic Li- 
brary Association on how best to keep these 
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libraries up-to-date, vital and progressive. 
Somewhere in the library field these must be 
members specifically interested in helping 
superiors or community librarians in the 
problems that confront them in keeping the 
house libraries, books read in the refectory, 
all new spiritual reading, available to the 
community. This is a vast field on which 
a great deal is still to be done. I suggest it 
as a fertile field for the members of the As- 
sociation. 

Secondarily, I would like to call to the at- 
tention of the Association the important 
questions of diocesan and community ar- 
chives and history. In this field there is 
very often a great deal accomplished, about 
which we may know nothing. Interested 
and devoted men and women may have 
found adequate methods for filing papers, 
cross-indexing letters, writing diary entries, 
that become community history. These 
would be excellent source materials for pa- 
pers to be made available to others interested 
in solving identical problems. In every re- 
ligious congregation there should be a central 
archives, or a provincial archives—not 
locked up, with the key thrown away, even 
though it should be as carefully guarded— 
where newspaper reports of receptions, dedi- 
cations, honors, prizes, biographies, may be 
available. Under the name of each religious 
in the province, there should be a dossier, 
where his contribution to the community 
might be filed for history and posterity. The 
same is true, in a different way, for our 
schools and colleges and particularly our dio- 
cesan archives. In this, too, I feel the Catholic 
Library Association has a field as yet untilled, 
but one in which the contributions of its 
members can be of immense value. 


But the essential point is that we are 
building. We are so placed in the history of 
civilization that we should rather make 
greater what has been handed to us, or start 
where no start has been made. We are the 
builders. Years from now the Catholic Li- 
brary Association will have grown into a 
great tree in the garden of the Church in 
America. Under God, in our humble way, 
we shall show forth the greatness of our 
Maker. In the words of our motto, Via, Verit- 
as, Vita, we shall point out the way, we shall 
supply the truth, we shall be humble instru- 
ments in bringing many unto life everlasting. 
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CATHOLIC ACTION AND THE 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY ASSOCIATION’ 


By SISTER MARY REPARATA, O.P. 
President, Catholic Library Association 


Almost three decades have passed since 
in 1921, at Cincinnati, the initial steps to es- 
tablish the Library Section of the Department 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the 
National Catholic Educational Association, 
were taken by a small group of librarians, led 
by the Reverend Paul J. Foik, C.S.C., and the 
Reverend Henry H. Regnet, S.J. From its 
first formal meeting in Cleveland in 1923 to 
the Toledo Conference in 1929, its founder, 
Father Foik, guided the section. In 1931, 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Francis E. 
Fitzgerald, the section became an_inde- 
pendent unit. In 1932, at Cincinnati, with 


the Reverend William N. Stinson, S.J., as 
president, the Catholic Library Association 
held its first conference. In recalling the ef- 


forts and the successes of the twelve past 
presidents, we observe gratefully that God 
has manifested His pleasure in our work, for 
the Catholic Library Association has taken 
a definite place in the Catholic culture of 
our country. As the thirteenth officer I de- 
sire to express my sincere appreciation for 
the honor you have conferred upon me and 
to ask of you, that which I most confidently 
expect of you, your full-hearted support. 
Since that first informal meeting in 1921 
where a handful of librarians, possessing 
vision and organizational competency, set so 
capably the objectives, we have carried 
through, very creditably, many of those plans. 
We have not yet gained permanent headquar- 
ters. Promise and performance, however, in 
many instances have had a felicitous meeting. 
I welcome this opportunity to point out paths 
that await more extensive exploration by 
our Association. Although we have gone a 
long way in growth in numbers, we should 
increase notably our membership. The 
American Library Association membership 
quota for 1949 has been set at 30 per cent 


1. 1. Presidential Address, Second General Session, De- 
troit Conference, April 21, 1949. 


over the 1947 membership. On December 
31, 1948, the A.L.A. had 18,848 paid mem. 
bers; 2,912 were new members. In the April 
1949 A.L.A. Bulletin, in the “Memo to 
Members” by Mr. John M. Cory, executive 
secretary, there is this interesting paragraph: 
A.L.A. membership objectives are set 
at 40,000 librarians according to a re- 
cent Library Journal note, attributed to 
the A.L.A. Executive Secretary. A let- 
ter has been sent to the Library Journal 
disclaiming this statement, but accept- 
ing the challenge, and giving some 
idea of the time it might take to reach 
such a goal, the limitations of the 
market available for membership, and 
the necessary improvements in the 
product, namely the A.L.A. services, 
which would have to result before such 

a goal could be achieved. To quote 

the last line of a poem which appeared 

recently in the Boston Public Library 

Professional Staff Association publica- 

tion, Question Mark, “A.L.A. you'd 

better be good!” 

Let us consider the Catholic Library As- 
sociation’s growth since its inception. For 
ease of comparison, I have grouped these 
figures in six-year periods approximately. In 
1931, under the presidency of Father Stin- 
son, the membership was 200; in 1937, un- 
der Father Farrell, 480; in 1942, under 
Father Shanahan, 867; and in 1948, under 
Brother Thomas, 1646. The membership 
committee of the past year, consisting of the 
chairman, Sister M. Claudia, I.H.M., a rep- 
resentative of each regional conference and 
unit, and a few members-at-large, has gained 
splendid results. Since December 1948, THE 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD has carried in 
its new member lists 178 names. A vigorous 
campaign for new members participated in 
zealously by each of us, should be carried on 
by the local unit officers. Probably one- 
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fourth of the librarians working in Catholic 
institutions are members of the Catholic Li- 
brary Association. I shall not attempt to 
guess the number of Catholic librarians 
working in secular institutions who are not 
members. They are legion. If we want 
these, C.L.A., in all your services you'd bet- 
ter be good! 

Numbers in themselves are not significant. 
What really counts is accomplishment and 
the spirit, binding the members together, 
forcing them to more worthwhile and more 
permanent achievements. The theme of our 
Twenty-Third Annual Conference, our first 
independent conference, in the most hos- 
pitable and beautiful city of Detroit, is 
Catholic Action: Librarians as Christophers. 
In considering Catholic Action, to which 
every Catholic librarian should dedicate him- 
self, we may take direction from the address 
given by the Reverend John Courtney Mur- 
ray, S.J., at the meeting of the Catholic Com- 
mission on Intellectual and Cultural Affairs, 
held at the College of New Rochelle, May 
16, 1948, entitled “Reversing the Secularist 
Drift”. Father Murray quotes Pére H. de 
Lubac, S.J.: 

Underneath the countless surface cur- 

rents that are bearing in all directions 

the thought of our contemporaries, 
there is, it seems, a deeper current that 
long ago set in—one might, perhaps 

better call it an enveloping drift: a“ 

the action of a considerable portion of 

its élite of thinkers, Western human- 
ity is denying its Christian origins and 
turning away from God. 

Father Murray then points out: 

The drift is toward an atheism that 
consciously sets out to be “positive, or- 
ganic, constructive, a dynamic anti- 
Christianity and anti-theism, bent on 

destroying in its very terms the prob- 
lem of God by destroying the tradi- 
tional concept of man, and setting in 
its place a positive new ideal—a hu- 
manism without God, supported by 
all the resources of science, and in- 
vested with Messianic pretentions”. 

The contemporary intellectual mi- 
lieu, therefore, puts to the Catholic in- 
telligence a problem of understanding. 
“The first apostolate at the present 
crossroads is in the realm of thought,” 
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said Cardinal Suhard. “. . . The first 

phase consists in the mastering of to- 

day’s myriad currents of thought that, 
insofar as they are part of an immense 
drift, are carrying Western man away 
from his origins and from God. How- 
ever, there is then the further more de- 
cisive phase—that of reversing the 
drift, F altering the secularist climate.” 
The initial suggestion is that the 

Catholic intellectual and the Catholic 

college and university must resolutely 

refuse to succumb to what is perhaps 
the most insidious temptation—the 

“temptation of Thabor” . . . Does the 

Catholic institution of learning exist 

on the periphery or at the center of the 

resent Cultural crisis? . . . Is it the 
ocus of purely centripetal movements, 

all its currents incoming, none out- 

going? . . . The Catholic college and 

university today ought to be the point 

of departure for a missionary effort out 

into the thickening secularist intellec- 

tual and spiritual mileu.? 

Placed in the center of the present cul- 
tural crisis, the Catholic librarian in the se- 
cular institution has the great and chal- 
lenging privilege of exerting a strong Chris- 
tian influence. In the Illinois Unit a new 
section has been formed of fifty members, 
called Public Libraries Sections. May that 
section prosper and see many similar sec- 
tions develop. 

From the tune of the Association, al- 
most all members held that our greatest need 
in the publication field was a Catholic 
Periodical Index. Today, with the index 
long a reality, many of us maintain it is 
our greatest achievement. A large number 
of the members present here have made 
serious sacrifices for it, since its inception in 
1930, under Dr. Francis E. Fitzgerald and 
Marion Barrows, and they are gravely solici- 
tous over every angle of its development. 
We should take great pride in the fact that, 
in spite of serious handicaps, it has estab- 
lished itself firmly in the glorious history 
of twentieth-century bibliographical and in- 
dexing service. We should, as individual 
members, be zealous in obtaining subscribers. 
I look forward to the time that we may have 
an abridged C.P.I., priced within the most 
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modest budget of the smallest library. The 
present list comprises seventy-nine indexed 
periodicals. In another year others will be 
included. I am thinking of at least two new 
efforts: The Cross and Crown, a quarterly, 
published by Herder at $4.00, edited by the 
Dominican Fathers, River Forest, Ill, a 
Thomistic review of spiritual theology, ap- 
pealing to the clergy, religious, and the 
great number of laity who seek a solid basis 
for their spiritual lives; and Renascence, pub- 
lished semi-annually, by the Catholic Ren- 
ascence Society, at $2.00, edited by Mr. John 
Pick, to stimulate interest in the Catholic 
renascence of letters and to recognize and 
advance scholarship in that field. 

THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD was be- 
gun, in mimeographed form, by Dr. Francis 
E. Fitzgerald, November 1929; from Septem- 
ber 15, 1931, to May 1937, in printed form, 
it was edited by Mr. John O'Loughlin. I 
served as editor, 1937-38; Mr. Eugene P. 
Willging, 1938-42; Miss Dorothy E. Lynn, 
now Sister Mary Loyola, 1943-46. Under 
the editorship of Mr. Laurence A. Leavey, it 
is forging ahead and is consulted and quoted 
with ever-increasing frequency in Catholic 
and non-Catholic library circles. 

It is our assured hope that the Associa- 
tion, during the coming years, will pro- 
duce more significant publications. If we 
are intellectual leaders and deserve the dis- 
cipleship and prestige of leaders, the pub- 
lished contribution is most necessary. Criti- 
cism of our rather limited output has reached 
us all repeatedly. I should like to take more 
time than I have to express our appre- 
ciation, so greatly deserved, of the Standard 
Catalog for High School Libraries Catholic 
Supplement, by the Reverend William J. 
Gibbons, S.J., the Catholic Booklist, by Sister 
Mary Luella, O.P., and the most recent of 
all, Books for Catholic Colleges, by Sister 
Melania Grace, S.C., and the Reverend Gil- 
bert C. Peterson, S.J. This work, although 
it lacks foreign titles, is of incalculable as- 
sistance to the college libraries. As our 
Catholic library schools begin to offer the 
master’s degree (Rosary hopes to start the 
master’s program this fall), the publication 
condition should be greatly improved. 

The lack of published statistics of our 
Catholic libraries has been noted again and 
again. This lacuna must shortly become 


more serious as thesis subjects for library 
school students are given careful considera- 
tion. Not as your president, but as an in- 
dividual member, I shall attempt shortly to 
collect and publish statistics for the Catholic 
college libraries. If the Reverend Charles 
Meyer, a Rosary College Library School 
alumnus, returns from the Vatican Library 
this summer and his chief, the Reverend 
Harry C. Koenig, is willing that his assist- 
ant undertake this work, the statistical cover- 
age will include the seminary libraries. 
One other effort, as an individual, I shall 
make: the inviting of all Catholic college 
and university librarians to check their hold- 
ings against the Books for Catholic Colleges 
and the publishing of the results. Without 
consulting Sister Tobias who teaches admin- 
istration courses and Father Burke who 
teaches book selection courses, I have pre- 
sumed upon their whole-hearted support. 
This afternoon I have planned to take up 
with the Executive Council the possibility of 
inclusion of Catholic titles in the projected 
Wilson publication, a booklist for colleges. 
We should give our mind and heart, in 
season and out, to one phase of Catholic Ac- 
tion: to labor and pray for peace. I live un- 
der the shadow of Mundelein Seminary, 
where one of our greatest librarians, Father 
Koenig, works. Such a magnificent contri- 
bution as his monumental volume, Prin- 
ciples for Peace: Selections from Papal Docu- 
ments: Leo XIIl to Pius XII, it is not pos- 
sible for the rest of us to offer, but in the 
cause of peace we should do our part. I 
should like to suggest for the twenty-fourth 
conference the theme of peace. Cardinal 
Tisserant in his address to the C.L.A. Illinois 
Unit at Mundelein College, May 3, 1947, 
said: 
It is clear that when you intend to 
work for the development of an inter- 
national mind, you must first work 
against . . . prejudices. Surely your 
work is not that of politicians who pro- 
claim their progress. In your position 
as librarians you are not obliged to 
preach, but when you are obliged to 
buy books or to give counsels to read- 
ers who ask you, it is not a mistake to 
decide your choice according to your 
Catholic feeling. You are Catholics 
and I am speaking to you as a Catholic 
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prelate, who has been a librarian, 

speaking to Catholics. Catholics must 

work against the prejudices regarding 

nations races and colors. They 
must do that because they are Catho- 
lics. Whoever is a Catholic must 
participate in the universal feeling of 
his Church. Our name “Catholic” says 
just this. A Catholic without a uni- 
versal mind would be a poor Catholic; 
I must say more, would not be a true 
Catholic. Our faith in one Father and 
one Redeemer obliges us at every mo- 
ment to think of the rest of men. All 
of them are sons of one Father. We 
must be interested in all mankind, be- 
cause our Redeemer died for all man- 
kind.? 


3. Tisserant, Eugene Cardinal, “The Work of Catholic 
Librarians and the Devel of an International 
Outlook”, in Catholic Library World, 19:53, No- 
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In our labors to promote peace, we re- 
joice to report that one of our members is 
participating in a vital and significant work. 
Under the auspices of the Educational and 
Cultural Relations Division of the Depart- 
ment of the Army, three librarians, as ex- 
perts and advisers to the Office of the Mili- 
tary Government for Germany (U.S. Zone), 
have been assigned to the Commission to 
Study Libraries of German Theological Sem- 
inaries. The Reverend Redmond Burke, 
CS.V., Dr. Pierce Butler, and Dr. Edwin 
Wibracht will start for Germany on May 
15, to make this survey of the libraries of 
Catholic, non-denominational, and Lutheran 
seminaries. 

The peace for which Pius XII, gloriously 
reigning, so ardently works, is our grave con- 
cern and deep desire: “a peace that is con- 
clusive, morally just and lasting and immune 
from all superstitions and prejudices of race 
and blood.” 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
IN THE NATIONAL LIBRARY ECONOMY’ 


By JOHN MACKENZIE Cory 
Executive Secretary, American Library Association 


Your program committee has given me an 
irresistible invitation in asking me to talk 
on this subject; irresistible because it is a 
matter of vital concern to me in my new 
position and irresistible because I should 
certainly unburden myself of some opinions 
on the topic before I get wiser and cautious 
enough not to talk about matters of policy as 
basic as this. So it is still as an amateur and 
a member of library associations that I 
speak, not as a hardened professional. I am 
only wise enough to warn you that these are 
my personal opinions and not necessarily 
those of the American Library Association, 
which I represent, or the various other li- 
bary associations to which I belong. 

From the fact that I do belong to a num- 


1. Paper read at the First General Session, Detroit Con- 
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ber of such groups—fifteen library associa- 
tions, to be exact—you may conclude one 
of three things: first, that I show poor judg- 
ment; second, that I will argue for a simpli- 
fication of library association relationships; 
or third, that I believe in a multiplicity of 
such organizations. Think what you will 
about my judgment but I will argue for the 
third possibility. I think that a reasonable 
diversity and multiplicity of library associa- 
tions is logical, healthy, and inevitable. This 
does not necessarily mean that the present 
diversified pattern is absolutely perfect, but 
I would propose few drastic changes in it. 

I say this in spite of knowing that ever 
since John Cotton Dana’s time there has 
been a widespread desire to have a single 
organization to represent all libraries and li- 
brarians. It is quite evident however that 
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there has also been a widespread desire to 
the contrary or we would long ago have 
achieved this goal. 

There are a number of reasons for my be- 
lief in diversity and multiplicity. They in- 
volve human nature, the complexity of li- 
brary problems, and the always important 
matter of finance. 

Human nature, at least in this country at 
this time, is essentially gregarious—people 
like to meet, organize, join, and to assign 
work to committees. But the difficulty is 
that there are many people and that a large 
proportion of them value their individuality, 
wish to take a significant part in group ac- 
tivities, and even to lead, direct, or preside. 
These conflicting interests inevitably add up 
to a multiplicity of organizations and I see 
no point in tilting at windmills by trying to 
stop them. Incidentally, I can imagine noth- 
ing that would strengthen an organization 
more than to challenge from the outside its 
right to exist. 

In any case, I see some advantages in tap- 
ping the individual interests and leadership 
potentialities of as many people as possible. 
It is a matter of record that only about 3 
per cent of the ALA membership can parti- 
cipate at any one time on its Council, boards, 
committees, or in offices and divisions of the 
association. Of course over a period of 
years a much higher proportion of member- 
ship participation is achieved but frequently 
at the cost of discarding valuable and experi- 
enced leadership. So it seems only right to 
me that librarians wishing to participate in 
professional group activities should have op- 
portunities in a variety of organizations: lo- 
cal, district, state, regional, national, and in- 
ternational. Such variety does not neces- 
sarily preclude coordination or centralization 
but local pride, tradition, individual pre- 
judice, and genuine conflict of interests are 
other phases of human nature which do op- 
erate towards separation and which cannot 
be ignored. Coordination or centralization 
by force or pressure would rarely succeed and 
would almost never lead to improvement in 
cooperative effort. 

In addition to human nature, my second 
argument for multiplicity is the complexity 
of library problems. Rightly (and occasion- 
ally wrongly) this factor also makes a di- 
versity of professional organizations inevi- 
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table. We are, fundamentally, a highly 
specialized field and, even though there is 
also a great need for skilled generalists, most 
of us feel the urge to work on our specialized 
interests and problems in a group structure. 
Without such groups no direct appeal is pos- 
sible to the varied interests of school li- 
brarians, hospital librarians, parish librarians, 
catalogers, microphotographers, and so on ad 
infinitum. And it is undeniably true that 
the interests of some library groups conflict 
with the interests of other such groups. As 
an example of this point let me cite the “Li- 
brary Bill of Rights” revised and reaffirmed 
by the American Library Association in June 
1948. 

One basic policy stated in the “Library 
Bill of Rights” is that reading matter of 
sound factual authority should not be pro- 
scribed or removed from library shelves be- 
cause of partisan or doctrinal disapproval. As 
a librarian, as an official of the ALA, and as 
a Catholic I would defend the validity of this 
policy as a guarantee of religious freedom 
which is just as important to Catholics as 
to others and I would argue for its appli- 
cability to most types of libraries, and cer- 
tainly to all publicly supported libraries. 
However, I am quick to admit that for cer- 
tain types of privately supported libraries, 
such as parish libraries and Catholic school 
libraries, it may be impossible to apply this 
policy even if one thinks, as I personally 
do, that it should apply. Because of pos- 
sible disagreement over such a basic policy 
of the ALA, it might prove embarrassing for 
the Catholic Library Association as a group 
to be so closely linked with the ALA that it 
would appear to support or be bound by this 
policy. On the other hand, there should be 
no barrier against individual Catholic li- 
brarians belonging to the ALA if they be- 
lieve in the principle of majority rule, 
whether or not they personally believe in the 
principles expressed in the “Library Bill of 
Rights.” 

So far I have discussed the human factor 
and certain complex policy problems. My 
third argument is most appropriate in a pa- 
per which includes “the National Library 
Economy” in its title. One of the arguments 
sometimes advanced for centralization and 
unification of library associations is the con- 
siderable financial burden placed on the in- 


+ 


dividual library, librarian, or friend of li- 
braries wishing to belong to several existing 
groups because of a variety of interests. Mul- 
tiplicity of dues payments has been deplored 
and it has been thought that unification 
would reduce such costs. As a matter of fact 
this is true but there are serious fallacies ly- 
ing behind the fact. In the first place, the 
savings entailed by the elimination of dupli- 
cate effort and services would, in my opin- 
ion, not be so great as might be supposed. 
In the second place, while the number of as- 
sociation members with multiple interests is 
very large, it does not by any means repre- 
sent the total group. There are thousands 
of association members who have only a 
single interest and belong, without feeling 
of loss, to only one professional group. Uni- 
fication of associations without reduction of 
specialized services now supplied, would re- 
duce dues only by spreading the total op- 
erating costs among members with single 
and multiple interests alike, thus decreasing 
dues for others. Unless my mathematics is 
faulty it would seem fairer to charge the cost 
of multiple affiliation solely to those inter- 
ested in such affiliation. Furthermore, mix- 
ing human nature and finance, I think it 
likely that varied interests of some members 
would produce a greater total support for 
multiple specialized groups than for a single 
organization charging considerably higher 
dues than any single organization now does. 

Since this is a complicated point, let me 
give an example. Imagine a Catholic hos- 
pital librarian earning $2,800 a year. Con- 
ceivably such a person's interest might lead 
to affiliation with the American Library As- 
sociation at $6 annual dues, the Special Li- 
braries Association at $7, and the Catholic 
Library Association at $3, a total of $16. 
Would this hypothetical librarian be as will- 
ing to pay $16 dues to a single association? 
Assuming that a very limited saving might 
be made by reduced overhead or elimination 
of duplicating effort, would even dues of 
$12-$14 be acceptable? And, assuming that 
the cost of the specialized services of each as- 
sociation were spread among the total 
grouped membership, would it be fair to 
charge perhaps $10 to all, since not all mem- 
bers would be interested in all the special- 
ized activities included, or even, necessarily, 
in equivalent specialized areas? 
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This last argument sounds | ows as if 
I were proposing complete decentralization 
and lack of coordination as a fairer means of 
allocating costs than even the amount of 
centralization that we have now. Therefore, 
I must begin with the first qualification to 
the case I have thus far constructed. It 
may be assumed that substantially all li- 
braries, librarians, and friends of libraries 
will have at least one specialized interest— 
let us say, interest in a single type of library. 
This is nearly enough true to justify central- 
ization to the extent that the minimum dues 
cost will include a single specialized group 
affiliation. Additional areas of special in- 
terest should be optional and could perfectly 
well be independent, particularly if they rep- 
resent a complete overlapping of other spe- 
cial services from a separate viewpoint, as 
in the case of the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion, for instance. 

And now a still greater qualification of my 
argument is necessary. I have stated and, I 
hope, supported my belief that a diversity and 
multiplicity of library associations is logical, 
healthy, and inevitable for reasons involving 
human nature, the complexity of library 
problems, and matters of finance. I must 
now take the position that such diversity and 
multiplicity are undesirable in so far as 
they are mot required by these reasons. If 
natural human yearning for independence is 
voluntarily subordinated to a recognized need 
for interdependence, even the limited ad- 
vantage of centralization and unification may 
be worthwhile. If two or more groups 
recognize substantial agreement on problems 
of policy, they may gain rather than lose 
strength through coordination. And, if no 
other barriers to centralization exist and the 
sum of special interests among certain 
groups amounts to a unified whole without 
much overlapping or many gaps, then the 
financial gains inherent in unification may 
be worth achieving even though relatively 
small. 


Thus, having stated my position and then 
thoroughly qualified it, I have prepared a 
framework for some facts and recommenda- 
tions pertaining to the place of the American 
Library Association in the national library 
economy. 

First, as to the number of library associa- 
tions of various types that exist in the United 
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States and Canada. Even an incomplete list 
includes nineteen national associations of 
which seven are affiliated with the American 
Library Association; eight divisions of the 
ALA which are partially independent in their 
operation; six regional associations of which 
three are affiliated with the ALA; ninety- 
one state and provincial associations of which 
sixty-seven are affiliated with the ALA; and 
at least seventy-one local clubs and district 
associations of which ten are affiliated with 
the ALA. In addition to the above there 
also exist the Council of National Library 
Associations and three international asso- 
ciations with American affiliations. 

According to the Constitution of the ALA 
its Council may by vote affiliate with the 
ALA any national society having purposes 
similar to those of the ALA. The annual 
dues of the U. S. affiliated societies are set 
by the ALA By-Laws at ten cents per capita 
for all members who are not members of the 
ALA. The By-Laws further state that the 
ALA Council may establish state, provincial, 
territorial, regional, or local chapters, all but 
local chapters being entitled to representa- 
tion on the ALA Council. 

No complete current figures exist as to 
the number of members of affiliated societies 
and chapters who are not members of ALA, 
but affiliated dues payments for the fiscal 
year 1947-48 indicate non-ALA members of 
the affiliated societies as follows. 


American Association of 
Law Libraries 311 


Association of Research Libraries 1 


Music Library Association 280 
National Association of 

State Libraries 0 
Special Libraries Association 1270 
Theatre Library Association 72 


In the case of the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, the largest affiliated society, this repre- 
sents approximately one-fourth of the total 
SLA membership, there being a three-fourths 
duplication of membership with the ALA. 
As a member of many of these associations, 
I take the position that we should honor our 
various independent and interrelated affili- 
ations as long as they have utility but that we 
should constantly review their objectives and 
activities to determine whether their di- 


versity strengthens the profession or weakens 
it. Where there is good reason for multi- 
plicity let us capitalize on it by strengthen- 
ing each group so that it may take its proper 
place on a cooperative basis with other or- 
ganizations. Where there are no real bar- 
riers to closer coordination, however, let us 
make sure that an adequate structure exists 
to permit and encourage any desired affili- 
ations. 

For example, the American Library Asso- 
ciation has been working steadily toward the 
development of strong divisions with inde- 
pendent progress, with executive secretaries 
of their own and separate publications 
wherever possible. This trend will be con- 
tinued and developed further. It seems to 
be agreed by the parties concerned, however, 
that certain uniform procedures are advisable, 
that certain services can be most efficiently 
provided by a central organization, and that 
close working relationships must be estab- 
lished among the various executive offices. 
The ALA will be strong to the extent that it 
strikes a happy balance between its divisional 
associations and its centralized services. And 
it will achieve strength only through the 
voluntary efforts of existing groups, whether 
now within the ALA or completely separate. 

Having expressed a belief in the value 
of diversity in professional organizations 
where good reasons exist, and having stressed 
the importance of voluntary efforts toward 
some unification of diverse interests, I hope 
I may be pardoned for expressing the opin- 
ion that the American Library Association, 
itself, is the strongest unifying force in the 
profession today and that with some plan- 
ned improvements in its structure and ser- 
vices it is the most logical focus for any li- 
brary associations which are willing to lend 
their support toward a central organization 
of interdependent library groups. 

It should be remembered that the 19,000 
members of the ALA already include an es- 
timated eighty percent of the members of 
all national library associations. Its scope 
is broad enough to encompass all library in- 
terests. Its object is to promote library ser- 
vice and librarianship. I hope the time will 
come when its structure, policies, and leader- 
ship will attract the voluntary support of all 
libraries, all librarians, and all friends of li- 
braries. 
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Following the celebration of Pontifical Low 
Mass at the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary 
at 9 A.M. by His Excellency, Most Reverend 
Allen J. Babcock, D.D., Auxiliary Bishop of 
Detroit, the Twenty-Third Annual Conference of 
the Catholic Library Association was convened at 
2:30 P.M. on Tuesday, April 19, 1949, in the 
grand ballroom of the Sheraton Hotel, Detroit. 
Sister Mary Reparata, O.P., Vice-President (Presi- 
dent-elect) of the Association, presided. 


After the introductory prayer asking God's 
blessing upon the Conference and for the con- 
tinued development of the Association, messages 
of greeting were read, and announcements were 
made about the various conference sessions and 
affairs. 


Sister Mary Petronia, Fel.O.S.F., librarian, Ma- 
donna College, Plymouth, Michigan, and chair- 
man of the Michigan Unit, extended a message 
of greeting to the delegates. Her message follows: 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME 


Welcome to Detroit, the motor capital 
of the World! It gives us great pleasure 
to greet you in our fair state and to wel- 
come you most cordially to the heart of 
the industrial Midwest. Bright and dy- 
namic symbol of the Machine Age, Detroit 
is not unmindful of its glorious past served 
under the flags of three nations, when it 
challenges you to the best that contem- 
porary living in one of the most modern 
of all cities has to offer. But our area is 
not only industrial—culture and education 
rank equally high among us. We hope 
you will take advantage of the planned 
tour to see this for yourself. 


We point with pride to the fact that 
Detroit, as a cradle of Catholicism for the 
Northwest Territory, has been blessed with 
the true faith from the first day of its 
founding by Cadillac, in 1701. Records 
state that the first building to be erected 
by the hand of the white man on this 
territory was the crude log church of St. 
Anne. Although more than a century 
was destined to pass before the Common- 
wealth of Michigan was founded in 1837, 
Catholicism has always remained strong 
and has often played an important role in 
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the politics of our State. Our Honorable 
Mayor, Eugene Van Antwerp, is today a 
good exponent of that Catholicity of 
thought and action in our midst. 


As we look back in retrospect, we see 
that it was little more than two decades ago 
that today's great privilege of playing host 
to a national conference of the Catholic 
Library Association was last accorded to 
Detroit. At that time, 1927, the Associa- 
tion had but six years of existence behind 
it as a Library Section of the NCEA and 
was, comparatively speaking, a stranger to 
this area. 


Today, when more than a score of years 
have elapsed since that memorable date, 
we of the Michigan Unit, a full fledged 
organization since 1942, point with pride 
to the achievements, at y the expansion 
of our Catholic libraries, as well as to the 
contributions of our Unit members. To- 
day, more than 200 strong, we have a 
very active cooperation, and at present are 
binding all our efforts to secure a 100% 
membership among Catholic librarians, 
besides working for centralized libraries 
in every elementary and secondary school 
of our regional unit. 

Catholic Michigan is blessed in its 
vigorous educational progress with an 
outstanding educator and prince of the 
Church at its helm. The statement that 
His Eminence, Edward Cardinal Mooney, 
Archbishop of Detroit is an ardent su 
porter of Catholic learning can best 
substantiated by pointing to the numerous 
schools and educational institutions which 
he has founded or encouraged 


It is to him that the members of the 
Catholic Library Association owe special 
thanks for the gracious invitation to this 
Twenty-Third Conference, of which he is 
honorary chairman. Although Cardinal 
Mooney is not able to be here in person 
today, his blessings attend all our under- 
takings. Second in line go thanks to his 
Excellency, Bishop Babcock, for honoring 
this Conference by officiating at the open- 
ing Mass and giving us such kind encour- 
agement. 


In the words of the first president of 
the Association, “We are here today as 
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members of an association, because of 
like interests—for cooperation, mutual 
help and inspiration. Since cooperation 
and mutual help imply a gratuitous giv- 
ing of personalities and activities, we are 
here to bring forth the broad principles 
of libraries, librarianship and bibliography, 
and to fuse them in this corporate body 
so that it will bring to fruition the aims 
and the ideals of the CLA. These are the 
pursuit and the diffusion of Truth by its 
members in every shape and form, and in 
the most approved manner through scien- 
tific and cultural training for such work— 
besides initiating and encouraging any 
movement toward the progress of Catholic 
literature and Catholic library work.” 


To achieve the highest point of excel- 
lence and to exercise this salutory Chris- 
tian influence upon contemporary society 
we realize that as Catholic librarians we 
must become beacons of Catholic Action 
—we must be Christophers of our age. 
Today more than ever before we must feel 
the keenest responsibility in forwarding 
our high destiny as torch-bearers of Truth. 
In combatting the evil forces of irreligion 
and godless morals, we must renew our 
faith in libraries and librarianship, while 
we put forth supreme and immediate effort 


to supply the youth of today with the 
ammunition to act as well-trained, right- 
thinking, articulate Catholics of tomorrow, 
ready to face and welcome truth of what- 
ever kind, wherever they find it. They 
have a world to win. 


For us, there is no alternative. We must 
become Christophers for Catholic reading. 
Our goal is the spread of Christian phi- 
losophy in the work of rehabilitating this 
chaotic world. 


Following Sister Petronia’s address, Brother 
Aurelian Thomas, F.S.C., retiring President of 
the Association, discussed “The Catholic Library 
Tradition”. Mr. John Mackenzie Cory, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the American Library Associa- 
tion presented a paper entitled “The American 
Library Association in the National Library Econo- 
my”. Discussion followed the presentation of 
these papers. 


Sister Reparata then appointed the following 
members to the Resolutions Committee. Mr. 
Frank McDermott, librarian, Cathedral College, 
Brooklyn, New York, chairman; and Sister M. 
Lothaire, $.S.N.D., librarian, St. Saviour High 
School, Brooklyn, New York. 


There being no further business, the session 
adjourned at 5 P.M. 


SECOND GENERAL SESSION 


The Second General Session convened at 10 A. M. 
on Thursday, April 21, 1949. Brother Aurelian 
Thomas, F.S.C., President of the Association, pre- 
sided, and asked Sister Mary Petronia, Fel.O.S.F., 
chairman of the Michigan Unit, to take over the 
duties of secretary, as Brother James Alpheus, 
F.S.C., was unable to be present. 

The first paper on the program, “More Libra- 
ries for Elementary Schools”, was delivered by 
Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., librarian of Ca- 
nisius College, Buffalo, New York. His paper 
was a digest of observations upon the benefits ac- 
cruing to students from a school library, gleaned 
from his own library experience of twelve years 
and the report made in the Library Bulletin by 
Sister Mary Angela, Fel.O.S.F., a trained psy- 
chologist. 


Mr. Phillips Temple, director of Riggs Me- 
morial Library, Georgetown University, spoke on 
“Library Responsibility”. He stated that the li- 
brarian’s duties and responsibilities in both the 
natural and supernatural order are not only com- 
plex but without number. 

Brother Thomas then asked that a prayer be 
said for the departed members of the Association, 
and all rose and joined in a fervent prayer. 


Next followed the ‘Presidential Address” of Sis- 
ter Mary Reparata, O.P., President-Elect. As one 


of the original founders of the C.L.A., she re- 
viewed the early history of the organization, its 
consequent expansion in activity, its growth in 
membership and its fine status today, noting also 
the challenge to be met in the future. She re- 
ferred to The Catholic Periodical Index and THE 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD as really great con- 
tributions in the Catholic literary field today 


Reactions to and comments on the preceding 
papers were asked for by the chairman, and some 
were given. 

A telegram was then read conveying greetings 
to the C.L.A. members from Miss Alice LeFevre, 
director of the library of Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

As the resolutions were in order, Mr. Francis 
X. McDermott, librarian of Cathedral College, 
Brooklyn, New York, was asked to read the reso- 
lutions adopted by the Executive Council of the 
Association. These included warm thanks and 
sincere appreciation for all cooperation and cour- 
tesy extended to the Catholic Library Association 
and were addressed to: 


His Eminence Edward Cardinal Mooney, Arch- 
bishop of Detroit; Most Reverend Allen J. Bab- 
cock, Auxiliary Bishop of Detroit; Sister Mary 
Petronia, Fel.O.S.F., chairman, and members of 
the Local Arrangements Committee; the Past- 
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President of the C.L.A., Brother Aurelian Thomas, 
S.C. the retiring Executive Council members, 
Dr. William A. FitzGerald and Rev. James J. 
Kortendick, $.S.; Mr. Ralph Ulveling, librarian, 
Detroit Public Library; Mr. John Mackenzie Cory, 
Executive Secretary of the A.L.A.; and Mr. Lau- 
rence A. Leavey, Executive Secretary of the C.L.A. 


The Business Meeting then followed. Brother 
Thomas raised the question as to whether the 
aforesaid resolutions were to be adopted in full. 
Mr. Willging made a motion that the text of the 
resolutions not be included in the proceedings to 
be printed in THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD. 
Father Ambrose Burke seconded the motion. No 
opposition arising, the motion was carried. 


Since no old business remained for discussion, 
Mr. Phillips Temple read a summary of Catholic 
Book Week resolutions which he hoped would be 
adopted for the following year. Among the new 


proposals were: 
1) Mats to be issued by the C.B.W. Committee 
for newspapers and magazines; 
2) The last week of February to be adopted as 
a permanent date for Catholic Book Week; 


3) The C.B.W. Committee to set up plans im- 
mediately after C.B.W. of 1950 to facili- 
tate the work of publishers; 


4) Complimentary C.B.W. Kits to be sent to 
the publishers; 


5) Three Kits for three levels of reading to 
be prepared instead of one as now. 


Some argument ensued about the C.B.W. Kit 
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being made to pay for itself, by computing and 
defining the actual cost. A question then arose 
about the possible conflict in date with that of 
Religious Book Week, and Mr. Temple settled 
the issue by saying that our Catholic Book Week 
should be permanent regardless of others’ wishes. 
It was agreed that a memorandum be sent to 
Congress about the recent raise in postal rates 
which has also affected the book rate. 


Sister Mary Ruth, O.P., chairman of the Elec- 
tions Committee, gave a report on the recent 
C.L.A. elections and stated that the Library Jour- 
nal requested pictures of the new officers: Mr. 
John O'Loughlin, Vice-President; Rev. Andrew L. 
Bouwhuis, S.J., and Miss Lucy Murphy, members 
of the Executive Council. 


Brother Adolph Kalt, S.M., gave a report on 
the UNESCO Conference held in Cleveland and 
attended by about 3,000 delegates from all parts 
of the world. The meeting had been divided in- 
to an adult-level group and a high-school-level 
group, and was addressed by such famous speakers 
as Sir John Maud and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 
The latter had made some comments on the Bill 
of Rights in the U.N. Charter and had disclosed 
that the name of God was avoided in the Bill of 
Rights to please the atheists. Discussion had 
centered around fostering acquaintance with and 
first-hand knowledge of other peoples and their 
countries, since war starts from the lack of under- 
standing of others. 


The final adjournment of the Second General 
Session then followed. 


SISTER MARY PETRONIA, Fel.O.S.F. 
Secretary 


On Thursday, April 21st, the Catholic Library 
Association concluded the Twenty-Third Annual 
Conference at the luncheon session held at the 

Sheraton Hotel. Rev. Colman Farrell, O.S.B., 
member of the Executive Council and assistant li- 
brarian, The Abbey Library, St. Benedict's College, 
Atchison, Kansas, presided. Nearly 300 were in 
attendance. 

Lieut. F. Wright, of the Detroit Police Depart- 
ment, represented His Honor, Mayor Eugene I. 
Van Antwerp, who was unable to be present. 
Lieut. Wright extended a most cordial welcome on 
behalf of the Mayor and other officials of Detroit, 
and spoke of the many cultural advantages enjoyed 
by his city. 

_ Mr. Ralph Ulveling, librarian, the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library, discussed “The Library, an Asset to the 
Nation”. He stressed the fact that educators do 
not place sufficient stress upon public libraries as 
a means of continuing education. “We spend 
billions of dollars annually on our libraries”, he 
said, “and we should think of their adult educa- 
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tional possibilities” Rev. Geoffrey G. Claridge, 
O.Praem., librarian, St. Norbert’s College, West 
DePere, Wisconsin, delivered the keynote address 
on “Recent Catholic Library Progress”. Father 
Claridge, who taught electronics at Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1942 and served as senior radio engineer 
(radar) with the War Department during the 
war, stated that America places too much em- 
phasis on quantity because there is more of every- 
thing here. He said, “There is a spiritual hunger 
in the world today that cannot be satisfied by 
American exports and in the midst of the greatest 
economic plenty the American nation is suffering 
from spiritual undernourishment. Part of our 
present difficulty is the almost superstitious rever- 
ence for the physical sciences. Many of our uni- 
versities have fallen victim to the deification of 
methods which give mastery in the physical world. 
They may increase the health and the span of life 
but they have little to do with the social and 
spiritual factors upon which the happiness of 
life depends.” 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


During the Twenty-Third Annual Conference, 
the Executive Council held two meetings on Mon- 
day, April 18th, and Thursday, April 21st. Be- 
sides Brother Aurelian Thomas, F.S.C., and Sister 
Mary Reparata, O.P., President and President- 
elect respectively, the following members were 
in attendance: Dr. William A. FitzGerald, Rev. 
James J. Kortendick, S.S., Rev. Colman Farrell, 
O.S.B. and Sister M. Florence, O.S.B. Brother 
David Martin, C.S.C. was represented by Rev. 
Redmond Burke, C.S.V.; Sister M. Norberta, 1.LH.M. 
requested that her appointment of Sister M. 
Claudia, I.H.M. as her proxy be withdrawn since 
she had not had time to study the agenda and thus 
express her wishes on the items involved. Mr. 
Leavey, Executive Secretary, because of illness 
was unable to be present. Mr. Hurley was also 
unable to be present. At both sessions Rev. 
Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., and Miss Lucy Murphy, 
the newly elected members of the Executive Coun- 
cil, were in attendance. 

During the course of these meetings, the long 
agenda was devoted chiefly to the reconsideration 
of items which had been discussed in the course 
of correspondence between the President and the 
members of the Council. As is usual at the 
national meetings, the decisions of the year were 
reviewed before new items of business were taken 
up. Fruitful discussion clarified the position of 
the Executive Committee on many of these mat- 
ters. 

Approval was given to Dr. Helen Butler's ap- 
pointment on the Joint Committee of the Council 
of National Library Associations and Library 
Training. Approval was also granted for mem- 
bership of the Catholic Library Association in the 
Council. 

The Executive Council also discussed the ap- 
pointment of a representative at the anniversary 
exercises of Georgetown University and Mr. 
Eugene P. Willging, director of libraries, Catholic 


University of America, was delegated to act as the 
representative for the Association on this occasion. 


A motion was made and approved to extend 
greetings to Villanova College on the occasion of 
the dedication of its new library building. This 
latter suggestion, unfortunately, was not able to 
be acted upon in time since the dedication cere- 
monies were held at the same time as our national 
convention. 


Representation of the Association at the 
Knights of Columbus annual field Mass held at 
Arlington Cemetery on Sunday, May 22nd, and 
the placing of a wreath on the tomb of the Un. 
known Soldier was approved. Mr. Phillips 
Temple, librarian, Riggs Memorial Library, 
Georgetown University, was requested to act as 
the Association’s delegate. 


Choice of the site for the Twenty-Fourth An- 
nual Conference in 1950 was discussed and con- 
sideration was given to Washington because of 
the 150th anniversary of the Library of Congress. 
Appointment of committee chairmen was tabled 
—s the installation of the President-elect to 
office. 

Other matters discussed and approved were: 
the establishment of the Maryland Unit as an 
official unit of the Association; the authorization 
and approval of conference expenses; and the 
holding of the mid-winter meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council at the Edgewater Beach Hote! in 
Chicago with the American Library Association. 


The final topic’ for discussion considered the 
position of the Catholic Library Association in 
reference to the American Library Association's 
Committee on Intellectual Freedom, with con- 
siderable time being devoted to a study of both 
sides of the question. Since the Council was def- 
nitely divided on the matter, no immediate action 
was possible either in commendation or censure 
of the American Library Association on this issue. 


BOARD AND ROUND TABLE SESSIONS 


ADVISORY BOARD 


The meeting of the Advisory Board of the 
Catholic Library Association was called to order 
on Tuesday, April 19, at 11 A.M. in the Shera- 
ton Hotel, by Sister M. Reparata, O.P. Rev. 
James J. Kortendick, S.S., head of the Department 
of Library Science of the Catholic University of 
America, was asked to recite the opening prayer. 

The chairmen of the various units were request- 
ed to present a summarized version of their of- 
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ficial reports to the Advisory Board. The follow- 
ing reports were read: Brooklyn-Long Island, Mr. 
F. X. McDermott; Columbus, Sister M. Ruth, O.P.; 
Greater St Louis, Rev. Joseph P. Donnelly, S.J.; 
Illinois, Sister M. Elvira, O.F.M.; Metropolitan 
Catholic College Librarians, Brother Aurelian 
Thomas, F.S.C.; Michigan, Sister M. Petronia, 
Fel.O.S.F.; Mid-South, Dr. William A. FitzGerald 
(proxy); Midwest, Sister M. Florence, O.S.B. 
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(proxy); Minnesota-Dakota, Sister Marie Cecilia, 
CSJ. (proxy); Washington-Maryland-Virginia, 
Mr. Eugene P. Willging; New York-New Jersey, 
Rev. Henry A. Sarnowski, S.D.B.; Philadelphia, 
Brother Edmund Joseph, F.S.C. (proxy); Western 
New York, Miss Lucy A. Murphy; Western 
Pennsylvania, Rev. Fintan R. Shoniker, O.S.B.; 
Wisconsin, Sister M. Immacula, O.S.F. 


Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., asked what 
action was being taken to develop more units. 
He cited a possible Syracuse-Rochester Unit as an 
example of what might be done. 


Mr. Phillips Temple reported on Catholic Book 
Week. In the drive for Book Aid for Europe, 
6,279 books and 3,473 periodicals have been 
received to date. He recommended that (1) 
the last complete week in February, beginning 
with Sunday, be adopted as a permanent date for 
Catholic Book Week; (2) that Catholic Book 
Week be so organized as to provide continuous 
responsibility; (3) that the Catholic Book Week 
Kit be maintained; (4) that there be three 
separate kits. 


Sister M. Claudia, I.H.M., reported for the 
Membership Committee. She recommended that 
(1) the personnel of the Membership Committee 
be selected immediately after the conference and 
published; (2) that the local committees be auto- 
matically included in the membership of the 
national committee; (3) that local units promote 
membership among their members; (4) that an 
effort be made to contact non-member trained 
librarians; (5) that local prospect-lists be drawn 
up and recruiting talks be given. 


Rev. Ambrose L. Burke, T.O.R., delivered a 
report on the work of the Committee on Catalog- 
ing and Classification, and Brother Aurelian 
Thomas, F.S.C., summarized the progress of The 
Catholic Periodical Index for Mr. Laurence A. 
Leavey, who was absent because of illness. 


Mr. Phillips Temple requested a statement on 
the deficit incurred through use of the Catholic 
Book Week Kit. Brother Aurelian Thomas, F.S.C., 
replied that the deficit was about $1,000.00. In 
response to Mr. Eugene P. Willging’s query, Mr. 
Thomas V. Reiners said that the additional ex- 
pense was due to the special postage necessitated 
by the late arrival of the Book Lists, and to the 
salaries of the assistants who prepared the kits 
($.60 per hour). Mr. Willging asserted that 
provision had been made for the special postage, 
but not for the hired labor. Brother Thomas 
called attention to the expense incurred at the 
Headquarters Office in handling the numerous 
inquires about Catholic Book Week and the kit, 
and the loss resulting from orders for kits (Edi- 
tor’s note: approximately $700) that could not 
be filled and the money for which was returned. 


Sister M. Ruth, O.P., presented the results of 
the recent balloting: Mr. John M. O'Loughlin, 
vice-president; Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., 
and Miss Lucy A. Murphy, Executive Council 
members; approval of a fee of $10.00 for institu- 
tional memberships; approval of the allocation of 
one dollar of this fee to the local units. 


Sister M. Fides, S.S.N.D., read the report for 
the Committee on Elementary School Libraries, 
and Sister M. Isabel DelLisle, S.D.S., for the 
Hospital Libraries. Dr. William A. FitzGerald, 
chairman of the Committee on Publications, an- 
nounced that the committee was unable to give its 
complete approval to Father Kapsner's List of Re- 
ligious Communities as it was not issued as a 
preliminary edition, and that Miss Lucy A. Mur- 
phy was preparing a work on Catholic public re- 
lations. Rev. Simon Conrad, O.F.M.Cap., deliver- 
ed a report on the section for Seminary Libraries. 


The meeting was adjourned about 12:30. 


Rev. A. HOMER MATTLIN, S.J. 
Secretary 


CATALOGING AND 


The Cataloging and Classification Round Table 
met on April 20, 1949, Rev. Ambrose Burke, 
T.O.R., chairman, presiding. Mr. Joseph Sprug, 
chief of the Preparations Department, Catholic 
University of America Library, read a paper en- 
titled “Recataloging Canon Law—Project in Classi- 
heation Revision”. Then followed a round table 
discussion devoted to consideration of the ampli- 
fication, correction, abridgment and indexing of 
the Lynn Alternative Classification. As a result of 
the discussion it was agreed that the Round Table 
would undertake a revision of this scheme and 
Father Gilbert Peterson, S.J., librarian, St. Mary's 
College, St. Marys, Kansas, was voted as chairman. 
It was further decided that the revised edition be 
published without the prefatory “Philosophy of 


CLASSIFICATION 


Classification” contained in the first edition and 
that this be reprinted separately. It was also 
moved that the tables and index, or tables with- 
out index, be published if the Kapsner Catholic 
Subject Headings is used for the index. 

In the business session, Father Peterson was 
unanimously elected as vice-chairman of the 
Round Table. Expressions of gratitude were given 
to Rev. Oliver Kapsner, O.S.B. for his successful 
editing of the page “Contact for Catalogers’” in 
THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD; to Mrs. Lynn 
for her assistance in the planned revision of her 
classification scheme; and to Father Burke, past- 
chairman. Sister Marie Inez, C.S.J., College of 
St. Catherine Library, St. Paul, was then in- 
stalled as chairman for the coming year. 
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COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


The College Libraries Round Table was called 
to order at 2:30 P.M., April 20, by Rev. A. 
Homer Mattlin, S.J., university librarian, Loyola 
University, Chicago, Illinois, chairman. The 
meeting was opened with a prayer led by Rev. J. 
Goettemoeller, C.PP.S., Carthagena, Ohio. 

Father Mattlin announced that the vice-chair- 
man and chairman-elect, Rev. Daniel P. Falvey, 
O.S.A., was unable to attend as he was holding 
the dedication ceremonies for the new library at 
Villanova College. Father Mattlin also stated that 
Rev. Fintan R. Shoniker, O.S.B., St. Vincent's Col- 
lege, Latrobe, Pa., had agreed to serve as editor of 
the college page in THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
WORLD. 

The first paper, “An Impartial Observer Looks 
at a Librarian”, was read by Rev. Robert B. Eiten, 
S.J., of the University of Detroit. One of his il- 
lustrations of the apostolic work possible in li- 
braries led Sister M. Claudia, I.H.M., Marygrove 
College, Detroit, to ask what has been done in 
the way of libraries for alumnae. Sister Marie 
Inez, C.§.J., College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, ex- 
plained how the Gleason Fund, at the College of 
St. Catherine, was used to provide books which are 
not available in the public libraries. There is a 
collection of 300 books, and some periodicals; the 
latter, however, are not used. Sister M. Elvira, 
O.S.F., College of St. Francis, Joliet, said that 
alumnae may use the college library for one dollar 
a semester. Several schools stated that they carried 
book reviews in the Alumni Newsletter. Father 
Mattlin mentioned the advisability of including 
bibliographies on current topics. 

Sister M. Claudia, 1.H.M., Marygrove College, 
Detroit, spoke on “Service and Services”. Greater 
opportunities brought greater responsibilities. The 
staff, now highly trained, should write and should 
actively participate in professional groups. Catho- 
lic reference tools, particularly the foreign 
works, should be put to greater use. 
and facilities outside the collection should be ex- 
ploited. National activities such as the Union 
Catalog and union lists should receive the whole- 
hearted cooperation of Catholic libraries. In the 
discussion that followed, it was suggested that Sis- 
ter Claudia submit a list of the foreign reference 
works to which she referred together with her 
article for possible inclusion in THE CATHOLIC 
LIBRARY WORLD. Rev. Andrew L. Bouwhuis, S.J., 
Canisius College, Buffalo, suggested that the com- 
pilation of special reference lists be made the 


work of the various units. An annotated list of 
1,700 titles, said Rev. James J. Kortendick, S.S., is 
in preparation at Catholic University. To avoid 
duplication of effort, he suggested that the college 
page of THE CATHLIC LIBRARY WORLD be made 
a clearing-house for projects proposed or in pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Walter Romig, compiler of A Gwide to 
Catholic Literature, the American Catholic Who's 
Who, etc., gave the third paper, “Correlating 
Bibliography with the Catalog”. To decrease the 
cost and labor of cataloging, he proposed that the 
catalog card give only brief information about 
each book and refer the reader to the standard 
printed bibliographies for complete bibliographi- 
cal details. Mr. Romig also suggested that the 
entries in the bibliographies be marked with the 
call numbers of the books. In the spirited dis- 
cussion which followed, Mr. Romig stated that he 
did not pro to do away with the card catalog, 
but to avoid duplicating work already accomplish- 
ed by existing bibliographies. It was objected that 
many subjects are not covered by bibliographies, 
that those that do exist are soon out of date, and 
that expensive, irreplaceable tools would soon be 
worn out. Rev. Redmond Burke, C.S.V., DePaul 
University, Chicago, distinguished between under- 
graduate and graduate students, stating that the 
latter would readily use bibliographies. He sug- 
gested that studies be made of just what use is 
being made of the catalogs. Mr. Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University, asked whether any library 
is supplanting the card catalog by using biblio- 
graphies. Mr. Romig replied that the Detroit 
Public Library has been placing call numbers op- 
posite the author entries in certain standard bibli- 
ographies. Mr. Eugene P. Willging, Catholic 
University, suggested the consideration of the 
possible use of the shelf list to provide the sub- 
ject approach to the book collection. 


In the brief business meeting which followed, 
Sister M. Aurelius, B.V.M., Mundelein College, 
Chicago, nominated Sister M. Claudia, I.H.M., 
Marygrove College, Detroit, for the office of vice- 
chairman of the College Round Table. Father 
Bouwhuis seconded the nomination. Rev. Ben- 
jamin Stein, O.S.B., St. John’s University, College- 
ville, Minn., moved that the nomination be u- 
nanimous, and it was so ordered. 


SISTER MARY AURELIUS, B.V.M. 
Secretary 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Under the chairmanship of Sister Mary Fides, 
S.S.N.D., assistant professor, Department of Li- 
brary Science, Catholic University of America, the 
Elementary School Libraries Round Table met on 
Wednesday, April 20th, for a panel discussion on 
elementary school library problems. The session 


was in the nature of a quiz program and featured 
solutions to questions submitted by the audience. 
Members of the panel were Mr. Richard James 
Hurley, assistant professor of library science, Uni- 
versity of Michigan; Sister Mary Jerome, O.P., 
Siena Heights College, Adrian, Michigan; and 
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—The New World 
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the general reader who is at all interested in contemporary Catholic literature.” 
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Sister Catherine Siena, LH.M., of St. Charles 
School, Detroit. A lively discussion featured the 
meeting. 

At the business session which followed, Rev. 
James Daniel Clarke, St. Clare School, Grosse 
Pointe, Michigan, was elected chairman for the 


year 1949-1950. His fellow officers are: vice. 
chairman (chairman-elect) Sister Mary Borgia, 
S.S.J., Marymount High School, Garfield Heights, 
Ohio, and secretary, Miss Jane Bruce, Juvenile 
Editor, Bruce Publishing Company, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 


Hi1GH SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


The High School Libraries Round Table met on 
Wednesday, April 20, 1949, at 2:30 P.M. in the 
ballroom of the Sheraton Hotel. In the absence 
of Brother James Alpheus, F.S.C., the Rev. Louis 
A. Rongione, O.S.A., librarian, Augustinian A- 
cademy, Staten Island, New York, was appointed 
chairman by the President. Due to the absence of 
Brother James Alpheus, his report was not made. 

The first business attended to was the election 
of a chairman for the High School Libraries 
Round Table. Mr. Richard Hurley, assistant 
professor of library science, University of Michi- 
gan, was nominated and unanimously elected. 
Brother Adrian Norbert, F.M.S., librarian, St. 
Ann’s Academy, N. Y., was nominated to the 
position of vice-chairman and also unanimously 
elected. 

The formal program consisted of the following 
papers: The Rev. Redmond A. Burke, C.S.V., 
director of libraries, DePaul University, Chicago, 
spoke on “The School Librarian and the Catholic 
Social Order”. Father Burke stressed the attitude 
of a Catholic librarian towards intellectual free- 
dom and the standards to be employed by 
Catholic librarians in book selection. Dr. William 
A. FitzGerald, director, Library School, George 
Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennes- 
see, delivered a paper on “Librarians Are Guid- 
ance Counselors”. Dr. FitzGerald discussed the 
many opportunities that a well-qualified librarian 
has for student guidance. “The Well-Balanced 


School Library” was the subject of a paper given 
by Mr. Richard Hurley, assistant professor of 
library science, University of Michigan. Mr. 
Hurley stressed the need of objective measurements 
in evaluating the book collection. He gave the 
percentages allocated to each class by the Stand- 
ard Catalog for High School Libraries and asked 
that similar percentages be compiled by other li- 
brarians from their own collections so that a 
norm could be established. 


Discussion followed the reading of the papers. 
The following points were treated in connection 
with Mr. Hurley's paper. (1) The evaluation per- 
centages are not necessarily ideal but provide a 
basis for further study. The type of school will de- 
termine these percentages in many instances. In 
the figures quoted, Mr. Hurley had made sub- 
stitutions of Catholic books for those that were 
objectionable. (2) Mr. Hurley will send on re- 
quest his list of seventy titles considered ob- 
jectionable for Catholic libraries and not marked 
as such in the 1947 Standard Catalog for High 
School Libraries. 

Since it was necessary for Father Rongione to 
leave during the discussion, Dr. FitzGerald acted 
as chairman for the remainder of the meeting. 
When the discussion closed, the meeting was 
adjourned with a prayer. 

SISTER CATHERINE SIENA, S.S.J. 
Acting Secretary 


HosPITAL 


The Hospital Libraries Round Table met at 
the Sheraton Hotel on April 20, 1949. Miss 
Lucy Latini read a paper “Cooperative Library 
Service for the Hospitals” which appeared in the 
April 1949 CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD. The 
discussion centered around the preparation of a 
survey to investigate the present situation in medi- 
cal libraries, which might be used in preparing a 
directory of hospital libraries throughout the 
country. The survey is to be three-fold, cover- 
ing medical, school of nursing and patients’ li- 
braries. Since it was felt that there are so few of 
the last type manned by professional librarians, 
it was deemed wiser to include the medical 
and school units also. It was felt that the data 
thus secured would be of greater usefulness. The 
survey is to be carried on under the advisement 


LIBRARIES 


of the new chairman of the Round Table, Miss 
Lucy Latini, with the cooperation of the following 
Committee members. Following each name is 
the area assigned to each for purposes of the 
survey: Miss Sylvia Rauch, Canisius College, Buf- 
falo, New York (New York, New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, Maryland and the New England States): 
Sister M. Georgia, R.S.N., Mercy College, Detroit, 
Michigan (Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, 
New Mexico); Mrs. Catherine O'Day Hollis, 
Mercy Central School of Nursing, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan (Washington, Oregon, California, Ne- 
braska, Arizona); Sister M. Columbine, School of 
Nursing, Plymouth, Michigan (Kentucky, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas); Sister Anne, St. Mary's Hospi- 
tal, Detroit, Michigan (Florida, Georgia, South 
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Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia); Mrs. M. Britz, 
Mt. Carmel Mercy Hospital, Detroit, Michigan 
(North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri); Mr. Frank 
McDermott, Cathedral College, Brooklyn, New 
York, who will assist Miss Rauch in tabulating 
the returns. 


The survey is to be carried on with the consent 
of the Catholic Hospital Association, and in order 
to give greater authority to the questionnaire, the 
use of their letterhead will be solicited. The 
questionnaires are to be sent to all the members 
of the Catholic Hospital Association and the re- 
turns are to be made to the individual committee 
member responsible for the area covered. The 
complete returns plus the tabulations are to be 
forwarded to Miss Latini so that a report may be 
presented to the Association. It was hoped that 
the survey would be in the mails before the 
national meeting of the Catholic Hospital Associa- 
tion in St. Louis on June 13th-20th, 1949. As 
this was not feasible the survey has been post- 
poned to a later date. 


Other scheduled topics of discussion were book 
selection aids for hospital libraries, standards for 
school of nursing libraries and the usefulness of 
the hospital library page in the CATHOLIC LI- 
BRARY WORLD for improving hospital library 


service. 
Lucy LATINI 
Chairman 


“Chaucer made not only a new 
nation but a new world... 
and he did it in a language that 
was hardly usable until he used 
it; and to the glory of a nation 
that had hardly existed till he 
made it glorious.” 


Thus does G. K. Chesterton, the incom- 
parable Catholic critic, preface this witty 
and penetrating study of one of the most 
fascinating figures in all literature. 


CHAUCER 


By G. K. Chesterton 
286 pages, index, $3.75 


At your bookseller 
PELLEGRINI & CUDAHY 


LIBRARY SERVICE To CATHOLIC READERS 


This Round Table met on Wednesday, April 
20th, with Miss Lucy Murphy, chairman, presid- 
ing. Two interesting papers were presented the 
group, one by Mrs. Eleanor B. Haddow, lecturer 
at Holy Names College and former librarian of 
the Windsor (Ontario) Public Library, entitled 
“Catholic Librarians—Vocational Opportunities”. 
During the course of her talk, she noted the seri- 
ous obligation the Catholic librarian has, as a 
Catholic, to offer to others the Catholic viewpoint 
and interpretation of Catholic teaching. The 
opportunity for doing good is greater today than 
in any age in the past. 


_ The second paper by Miss Cecelia T. Hoffman, 
librarian, Richard Branch, Detroit Public Li- 
brary, “The Community Is Our Business”, was an 
effective demonstration of the principles contain- 
ed in Mrs. Haddow's talk. Miss Hoffman, in 
discussing the opportunities the Catholic librarian 
has for the dissemination of Christian social prin- 
ciples, noted that one of the basic ways of spread- 
ing truth is through the selection of reading ma- 
terials. She regretted the fact that so many 
Catholics are unaware of both Catholic philosophy 


and Catholic literature and stated that our chief 
task then is to bring about an informed Catholic 
public. This can be accomplished in great part 
through our Catholic schools. 


In the discussion which followed Miss Hoffman 
described in detail the process of book selection 
now being tried out in the Detroit Public Li- 
brary. The discussion included also consideration 
of the library's right to sell pamphlets. 


In her preliminary remarks at the opening of 
the meeting, Miss Murphy suggested that a sepa- 
rate group for public librarians be established 
within the various units of the Association. She 
felt that this step would be a welcome one since 
it would enable the public librarians to meet as 
a group for the solution of their common prob- 
lems. Miss Mary E. Farrell, librarian, Hiram 
Kelly Branch, Chicago Public Library, called a 
meeting following the Round Table of all the 
public librarians present to discuss the possibility 
of such a section. 


SISTER MAUREEN, I.H.M. 
Secretary 


Please mention THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD when writing Advertisers. 
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SEMINARY LIBRARIES 


Over forty members gathered at the meeting 
of the Seminary Libraries Round Table on Mon- 
day, April 18, 1949, at 8:00 P.M. in the War- 
dell Room of the Sheraton Hotel, Detroit. Rev- 
erend Simon Conrad, O.F.M.Cap., librarian, St. 
Fidelis Seminary, Herman, Pa., was chairman. 
The program consisted of the presentation of 
three interesting and provocative papers; “Semi- 
nary Formation in Catholic Action”, Rev. Louis 
J. Putz, C.S.C., Notre Dame, Indiana; “Principles 
of Book Selection in the Seminary Library,” Rev. 
Basil Corbett, O.F.M.Conv., librarian, St. Anthony- 
on-the-Hudson, Rensselaer, N. Y; “A Seminary 
Librarian Examines His Conscience”, Rev. Harry 
C. Koenig, librarian, St. Mary of the Lake Semi- 
nary, Mundelein, Ill. 

A discussion from the floor followed upon the 
reading of each paper. A mimeographed bibli- 
graphy of Catholic Action, prepared by Father 
Putz, was distributed to all present. The answers 
of Father Putz to questions from Father Ambrose 


Burke, A.O.R., and Father Anthony Kleinschmir 
served to clarify the distinction which exists be. 
tween the apostolate of Catholic Action and the 
spiritualities or organs of Catholic Action. Further 
discussions elicited valuable information concern- 
ing the use of microfilm to fill back files and the 
importance of helping the Union Catalog tw 
service the whole country with titles in philosophy 
and theology. Formal commendation was made 
at the meeting of Father Simon Conrad's bi- 
monthly contribution on behalf of seminary |i- 
brarians to the pages of THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
WORLD. 

Rev. Edward A. Connolly, S.S., librarian, St. 
Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park, Calif., vice-chair- 
man for the current year, automatically succeeds 
to the position of chairman of the Round Table. 

Father Chairman adjourned the meeting with 
prayer. 

REV. CAJETAN E. Pikus, O.F.M.CapP. 
Secretary 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S REPORT 


It is a pleasure once again to be able to report 
to the members of the Association on the various 
activities of the Association since our previous re- 
port of a year ago. I regret most sincerely that 
necessary absence from the office prevented my 
attendance at the Detroit conference, thereby pre- 
venting my presentation of this report in person. 


Membership 


Our membership, as of June 30, 1949, com- 
prised 1662 members, classified as follows: 


1948-49 1947-48 
Honorary Members 3 3 
Life Members 2 2 
Annual Members 

Sustaining Members 4 
Contributing Members $ 
Institutional Members 613 
Constituent Members 259 195 
Personal Members 776 700 
Associate Members 2 


1662 1646 


A comparison of these tables will reveal that 
there has been an overall increase in membership 
in the Association during the past year of only 
16 members. Despite the great number of new 
memberships there were many losses, as is usual 
in most associations, due to (1) retirement from 
active library work, (2) transfers to teaching 
positions, (3) death, and (4) non-payment of 
dues (approximately 300.) Further comparison 
will also reveal the fact that there was a decrease 
of 155 institutional members from the previous 
year; this was due in many imstances to non-re- 


newal of institutional memberships at the increas- 
ed rate. The librarians in these instances sub- 
stituted a constituent or personal membership 
for the institutional membership. 

In order to increase our membership I should 
like to suggest a stronger campaign within the 
units for the promotion of memberships in the 
Association. If each member will secure one ad- 
ditional member, the Association’s roster will not 
only be increased but its influence will be that 
much more wide-spread. The Association must 
ever depend upon the members to further enlarge 
the membership. 

The local units in many instances have made 
great efforts to secure more members, as is attest- 
ed by the combined geographical and classified 
membership list in the 1949 Handbook (p. 19). 
Some units, however, are content with the mini- 
mum of membership required by the constitution 
for official establishment. It is to these in par- 
— that I appeal for greater efforts in the 
uture. 

I must also thank the past chairman of the 
Membership Committee, Sister Mary Claudia, 
I.H.M., who has greatly assisted the central office 
in the preparation of materials for our cam- 
paigns. It is to her zealous endeavors that we 
may attribute the increase of membership in the 
Association during the past two years. 


Committees 
With the advent to office this year of Sister 
Mary Reparata, O.P., as President of the Associa- 
tion, the terms of office of all committee chairmen 


expired, in accordance with the directive of the 
Executive Council, April 1939. To all of those 
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chairmen who had assisted the Association’s efforts 
for continued development and progress, I ex- 
tend on behalf of the officers and Executive Coun- 
cil our sincere thanks for their contribution. 

The following new appointments as committee 
chairmen have been announced by Sister Reparata. 
Advisory Board: John M. O'Loughlin, Boston Col- 
lege Library, Chestnut Hill, Mass.; Cataloging and 
Classification: Sister Marie Inez, C.S.J., College 
of St. Catherine Library, St. Paul Minn.; Catholic 
Periodical Index: Rev. Harry C. Koenig, Feehan 
Memorial Library, St. Mary-of-the-Lake Seminary, 
Mundelein, Constitution and By-Laws: Rev. 
Boniface E. Moll, O.S.B., Chaplains School Li- 
brary, Carlisle Barracks, Pa.; Cooperative Index- 
ing:Sister M. Regis, I.H.M., Immaculate Heart 
College Library, Los Angeles, Calif.; Elementary 
School Libraries: Rev. James Daniel Clarke, St. 
Clare School, Grosse Pointe, Mich.; Hospital Li- 
braries: Miss Lucy Ann Latini, St. Mary's Hospital 
Library, Wausau, Wis.; Latin American Libraries: 
Dr. Carlos E. Castaneda, University of Texas, Aus- 
tin, Texas; List of Books for College Libraries: 
Sister Melania Grace, S.C., Seton Hill College, 
Greenburg, Pa.; List of Books for Elementary 
School Libraries: Sister Mary Fides, $.S.N.D., De- 
partment of Library Science, Catholic University 
of America, Washington, D.C.; Catholic Book 
Week: Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., Catholic 
University of America Library, Washington, D. C.; 
Program: John M. O'Loughlin, Boston College Li- 
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brary, Chestnut Hill, Mass.; Publications: Rev. 
Fintan R. Shoniker, O.S.B., St. Vincent's College 
Library, Latrobe, Pa. 

The Association is grateful to these members 
for their pledge of cooperation in the carrying on 
of its work and extends a hearty welcome to them. 


Units 


The units, in the great majority of instances, 
are continuing a most active program. Relations 
between the Association and the units are very 
pleasant indeed and we are grateful to the officers 
and the members of these local units for their 
continued interest in supplying THE CATHOLIC 
LIBRARY WORLD with interim reports of their 
meetings and activities, and the texts of papers 
delivered at their meetings 

In the 1949 Handbook (pp. 8-9) we have 
given in addition to the name of the unit, its 
official date of establishment together with a list 
of its officers. It is hoped that in this way a 
continuing history of the Association may be 
made more feasible. In order that we may keep 
this information consistently up to date, I shall 
appreciate the chairman notifying us of change of 
officers as soon as elections have been held. 

As a result of the Advisory Board meeting at 
the San Francisco conference in 1947 it was de- 
cided by the members of the local units present 
that an attempt should be made by each unit to 
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record its official history. A sample form outlin- 
ing the topics for consideration was mailed to all 
the chairmen of the units in the Fall of 1948. 
Several of the units have already begun the prepa- 
ration of this history. It is my hope that the 
others will soon begin this task. It so frequently 
happens that the early history of an association is 
lost because of the informality attendant upon its 
organization and early growth, and the con- 
sequent lack of records. As a young organization, 
we too are faced with this problem,—a problem 
made all the more acute by the fact that we shall 
soon be observing our twenty-fifth anniversary. 


I should also like to call to the attention of the 
nominations committees of the various units the 
constitutional requirement whereby all officers of 
the local units must be members of the national 
association (Sec. 10, art. c.). 

The central office has received requests from 
officers of several of the units requesting the Ex- 
ecutive Council's clarification of the apparent 
discrepancy in the Association's constitutional re- 
quirement demanding that associate or unit mem- 
bers must also maintain membership in the na- 
tional association. This question has referred 
to the chairman of the constitutional Committee 
for consideration in its revision of the constitu- 
tion. 


Publications 


In my report of last year I noted that: “The 
official journal of the Association shows signs of 
improvement over the previous year, but still 
fails to satisfy the aims of the editor”. Al- 
though there has been an improvement in THE 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD during the past year, 
as has been indicated in letters received from mem- 
bers, the above statement still reflects my well 
considered opinion. The official journal of the 
Association will never be a completely satisfactory 
publication until it becomes an integral part of the 
professional life of all our members. To help 
achieve this aim, new feature pages were added 
during the course of the past year. The editors of 
these pages have assumed a voluntary task to as- 
sist us in the developmerat and maintenance of 
our ideals. We are all deeply indebted to them. 
But indebtedness alone is not sufficient. If these 
pages are to attain their full value for each of us, 
our cooperation must be given them. We must 
assist them by writing them about our needs, and 
the solutions of our problems. In this fashion, 
these pages will truly become clearing-houses of 
information in their respective fields. 

I also again earnestly request that those units 
which have not made full use of the pages of our 
journal for reports of the activities of their affairs, 
will do so during the course of the coming vol- 
ume. I appeal, too, for a continued reception of 
the papers delivered at local unit meetings, which 
may be considered for publication in the journal. 

It is our hope that THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY 
WORLD will eventually be self-sustaining. In 
order that this eventually may occur, it wil! be 
necessary that our advertising be further increased 
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over that maintained during the past three years, 
As advertising is based largely on membership, it 
befits the Association’s members to further double 
their efforts in the securing of new members for 
the Association. Further assistance will be given 
to our efforts if the members will publicize the 
fact that THE CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD is the 
source of their information about particular items 
advertised therein. 

The Catholic Periodical Index presents a very 
hopeful picture despite the absence of the editor 
from the office for five months. The publication 
is again resuming its normal schedule and the 
issues delayed by this absence are now being for- 
warded to the subscribers. 


Our subscriber list has increased over the pre- 
vious year by approximately 140 new subscribers. 
This was due in large part to the renewal of an 
extensive promotion campaign and also to the 
lower service basis rate. We plan to continue 
this promotion campaign again this year. The 
assistance of the Association’s members in further 
publicizing this work is again sought in order 
that we may complete the final payment on our 
debt outstanding to H. W. Wilson Co. and make 
the project a self-sustaining one. The continued 
increase of printing costs has been a serious con- 
sideration during this period. Unless something 
unforseen happens, production costs should soon 
be fairly well stabilized and we should in future 
be able to reduce this overall debt. 


As a result of the checklist forwarded to our 
subscribers in the summer of 1948, a number of 
new periodicals were added to the Index. Among 
these are the following: Action Now, Books on 
Trial, Downside Review, Etudes (Paris) , Integrity, 
Lumen Vitae, Review of Social Economy, Science 
Counselor and Stimmen der Zeit. Further peti- 
odicals will be added as the Committee considers 
them desirable and possible for inclusion. The 
new chairman of the committee on The Catholic 
Periodical Index is Rev. Harry C. Koenig, librari- 
an, St. Mary’s-of-the-Lake Seminary, Mundelein, 
Illinois. He will be assisted by Rev. A. Homer 
Mattlin, S.J., university librarian, Loyola Uni- 
versity, Chicago; Miss M. Lillian Ryan, The New 
World, Chicago; and the Executive Secretary of 
the Association (ex officio). 


We are also happy to note the publication 
under the auspices of the Catholic Library As- 
sociation during the past year of Books for Catho- 
lic Colleges compiled and edited by Sister Melania 
Grace, S.C., librarian, Seton Hill College, Greens- 
burg, Pennsylvania, and Rev. Gilbert C. Peterson, 
S.J., librarian, St. Mary’s College, St. Marys, Kan- 
sas. This publication, which was originally in- 
tended for publication under the title Catholic 
Supplement to the Shaw List of Books for Col- 
lege Libraries, has proved of great value to college 
librarians in surveying the collection and in de- 
ciding on the purchase of new titles. 

Other publications sponsored by the Associa- 
tion that have met with very favorable response 
are The Catholic Booklist 1949, edited by Sister 
Mary Luella, O.P., Department of Library Science, 
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Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois, and The 
Family Book Shelf, compiled by Dr. William A. 
FitzGerald, director, Library School, George Pea- 
body College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee. 
The reception of these two publications has been 
very great. Too great tribute cannot be paid 
to the editors mentioned above for their work. 

The Catholic Supplement to the Standard Cata- 
log for High School Libraries has temporarily 
ceased publications due to the resignation of its 
editor, Rev. William J. Gibbons, S.J. The selec- 
tion of a new editor is now under consideration 
and the announcement of resumption of publica- 
tion will be made shortly. Of interest to the 
elementary school members of the Association is 
the forthcoming publication of the Catholic Sup- 
plement to the Children’s Catalog, compiled and 
edited by Sister M. Fides, S.S.N.D., Department 
of Library Science, Catholic University of America. 
This volume will be published by the H. W. 
Wilson Company during the Fall. 

Plans are also under consideration for a re- 
vision of Lynn's Alternative Classification. Fur- 
ther announcement of this will be carried in the 
November CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD. Other 
projects are contemplated by the Association and 
it is our hope that these will prove equally im- 
portant and useful as those mentioned above. 


Catholic Book Week 


The ninth annual observance of Catholic Book 
Week which was celebrated in February of this 
year proved to be the most successful of those 
undertaken to date. The prime reason for this 
success was the energy and zeal of the chairman, 
Mr. Phillips Temple, librarian, Georgetown Uni- 
versity, and his equally enthusiastic committee 
members; the successful and beautiful poster de- 
signed by Sister M. Lurana, S.P.S.; the Catholic 
Book Week Kits assembled under the skillful 
chairmanship of Mr. Thomas V. Reiners, assist- 
ant librarian, Boston College; the successful cam- 
paign for books for war devastated libraries un- 
der the competent chairmanship of Mr. Eugene 
P. Willging, director, Catholic University of 
America Library; and the zeal and enthusiasm of 
all the members of the Association. Tribute too 
must be paid to the zealous efforts of the staff 


| at Association headquarters—Miss Catherine M. 


Neals, Mrs. Sally Dangerfield and Mr. John M. 
Kiernan—who assisted greatly in the carrying out 
of the details necessary for the successful outcome 
of this observance. 

It was noted at the Advisory Board meeting 
held in Detroit that the Catholic Book Week 
project caused the Association a loss of approxi- 
mately $1000. A final audit has not been made 
but it is my confirmed belief that the project ap- 
proximately met all expenses with the exception 
of the time devoted by the central headquarters 
staff to work on this project. There was an un- 
fortunate loss, however, of about $700. due to 
the receipt of money which had to be returned 
to those requesting kits and who were unable to 
be supplied with them. As this year marked our 


The new 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 


will interest you. 


The only Catholic review of literature, na- 
tionally recognized as an authoritative voice 
on current books, BOOKS ON TRIAL has 
been remodeled from first page to last, has 
added new features and new departments. 
Every Catholic librarian will find that 
BOOKS ON TRIAL is an invaluable tool for 
keeping up with the flood of current books 
and for reference work. Every issue contains 
comprehensive coverage of current books for 
juveniles. Subscriptions: $4 per year; two 
years, $6. Sample copy on request. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 
published by 
The Thomas More Association 
210 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, IIL 


“Surpasses all previous books on 
Our Lady of Fatima.” 
—FULTON OURSLER 


VISION OF 
FATIMA 


by Thomas McGlynn, O.P. 


A book to read on the anniversary of 
the miraculous vision on Oct. 13—and 
to treasure. The human story of the 
Blessed Virgin's appearance told by the 
sculptor-priest who visited the one sur- 
viving witness. 

Fatima Prayer Bookmark 

in each book 


At all bookstores © $2.50 


LITTLE, BROWN & CO. 
BOSTON 
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Try Huntting’s 


SPECIALISTS IN CATHOLIC LIBRARY NEEDS 


We are in a position to fill all orders, promptly and 


carefully — We will 


supply any book — of 


any publisher — in any binding — 


For books subject to hard usage, 


however, we especially recommend 


HUNTTING’S LIBRARY BUCKRAM BINDINGS 
Liberal Discounts On All Trade Books 


The H. R. Huntting Company 


Library Specialists 


ANY BOOK - OF ANY PUBLISHER -IN ANY BINDING 


first attempt at this venture, it is hoped that we 
shall be able to plan our supplies for next year’s 
observance so that kits will be supplied to all 
those who uest them. 

The tenth observance of Catholic Book Week 
will be held during the week of February 19-25, 
1950, and its chairman will be Dom Bernard 
Theall, O.S.B., reference librarian Catholic Uni- 
versity of America. 


Headquarters 


Again the Catholic Library Association must 
extend its thanks to the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools at Manhattan College who have continued 
to provide office space for the Association. A 
much larger space has been provided by the 
College authorities, thus allowing for storage 
of our supplies. It is still our hope, however, to 
establish the headquarters of the Association in a 
more centrally located area, at a later date, as 
soon as rents are more favorable. 


Finances 


An audited and official report of the Associa- 
tion’s finances for the two years from July 1946 
to June 1948 was printed in the November 1948 
CATHOLIC LIBRARY WORLD. The audited re- 
port for the current year 1948-1949 is now being 
prepared and will be presented to the Executive 
Council for approval at the mid-Winter meet- 
ing in Chicago. 

In general, our finances continue in a rather 
parlous state. Personal memberships at the mini- 
mum rate of $3. are not sufficiently numerous 
enough to do more than pay for the cost of 
printing the member's copy of THE CATHOLIC 
LIBRARY WORLD; this membership fee does not 
pay for other mailing that must be made to the 
members, nor does it help in meeting the ex- 
penses of the central office. 

Our finances will be further reduced as a re- 
sult of the recent vote by the membership, which 
has approved the refunding of $1. of each in- 
stitutional membership to the local unit. Using 
last year’s membership as a norm, this will de- 


crease our annual income by $600. - $700.—a not 
inconsiderable item at the present time. 

If those members of the Association who can 
do so will change their personal membership to 
a constituent membership; and if the libraries 
of our various seminaries, colleges, and high 
schools can bt induced to initiate institutional 
memberships, the Association will not only be 
enabled to meet current expenses but will also 
be able to provide the desired services so necessary 
to our development. 


Conference 


The Twenty-Third Annual Conference of the 
Catholic Library Association held in Detroit dur- 
ing Easter Week 1949 was most successful pro- 
fessionally and financially. As this conference 
marked our first independent meeting in recent 
years, it augurs well for the Association. Our 
indebtedness to Sister Mary Petronia, Fel.O.S.F., 
chairman of the Michigan Unit, Miss Mary Griffin, 
treasurer of the Michigan Unit, and the other 
officers and members, for the successful outcome 
of this conference, is very great indeed. The 
Twenty-Fourth Annual Conference will be held 
in Washington during Easter Week 1950. We 
hope for an equally successful conference. 


I am very grateful to the officers and members 
of the Association for their messages and prayers 
during my recent illness. My sincere gratitude 
must also be extended to the members of the 
Headquarters office, Miss Catherine M. Neale, 
Mrs. Sally Dangerfield and Mr. John M. Kiernan, 
who with Brother Aurelian Thomas, F.S.C., Past- 
President of the Association, carried on the work 
of the Association during my absence from the 
office. It is a pleasant duty for me to express— 
inadequately, it is true—the extent of my io- 
debtedness to these and to all the officers, Execu- 
tive Council members, and other members of 
the Association, who have cooperated in making 
the Association’s development during the past 
year a fruitful one. 

LAURENCE A. LEAVEY 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


UNITS 


Maryland Unit 

The first meeting of the Maryland Unit 
of the Catholic Library Association was held 
at the College of Notre Dame of Maryland, 
Baltimore, on Saturday afternoon, April 30, 
1949. Approximately 26 persons attended. 
The Constitution of the new Unit was pre- 
sented to the members for discussion and af- 
ter amendment was adopted unanimously. 

The chairman of the Nominating Commit- 
tee, Rev. Edmond F. X. Ivers, S. J., Wood- 
stock College, read the following results of 
the recent election of officers: Sister Mary 
David, S.S.N.D., assistant librarian, College 
of Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, 
chairman; Miss Mary Creaghan, librarian, 
Loyola High School, Baltimore, vice-chair- 
man; and Miss Mary Rose, assistant librarian, 


172 pp. $1.25 


PATERSON 3 


WORTHWHILE BOOKS FOR 
MODERN YOUTH 


MAGNIFICENT MAN, by VALENTINE LONG, O.F.M. Directness, humor 
and a winning intimacy of approach distinguish these fine essays on re- 
ligious truths. Spiritual leaven—a sound and persuasive volume which 
recalls the chief glories of our Faith. 288 pp., $2 


A SONG OF BEDLAM INN, dy SistER MApELEvVA, C.S.C. For the poetry 
lover—a series of exquisite lyrics on the Christmas theme, by one of the 


foremost Catholic lyricists. 20 pp., $.50 


AND WITH THE MORN, A Third Cardinal Newman Prayerbook, selected 
and arranged by DANIEL M. O'CONNELL, S.J. An unusual anthology, 
in which beautiful and enlightening passages from Newman have been 
arranged for use in daily and seasonal devotions. 260 pp., $2.50 


ON KINDNESS, by Very Rev. J. GUIBERT, S.S. Timely and appealing, this 
attractive little book analyzes the Christ-like virtue of kindness and gives 
practical aid in the cultivation of this beautiful and necessary virtue. 


Dept. 4-1186 
ST. ANTHONY GUILD PRESS 
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Loyola College, Baltimore, secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. James W. Foster, director of the 
Maryland Historical Society, spoke to the 
group on the history, growth, and work of 
the Society. This organization, founded in 
1844, is one of the oldest in the United 
States. Among its large manuscript collec- 
tions are 1300 items of Calvert papers, the 
original papers of the Lords Baltimore. In- 
cluded in this collection, too, are the signed 
copy of “The Act of Religious Toleration”; 
the papers of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, 
cousin of Archbishop John Carroll, and one 
of the most prominent Catholic laymen of 
the nineteenth century; manuscripts, furni- 
ture, and costumes of the Bonaparte family, 
including the papers of Charles J. Bonaparte. 
In the past six years the Maryland Historical 
Society has become one of the leading cen- 
ters for genealogical and historical research. 

MARY ROSE, 

Secretary. 
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Build-as-you-go plan 
LIBRARIES 


vy all the sections you need now — add 
ions whenever expansion is necessary. 
Made of selected quarter-sawed oak — in 
attractive light or dark finish. Build-as-you- 
go sections include leg base — sliding shelves 
— top — drawer sections of 5 or 15 drawers. 


OTHER GAYLORD LIBRARY FURNITURE: 


Book Trucks — Stools — Displayers — Revolving 
Dictionary Holders and other standard items. 


/ Write for full information and prices on any of the above items. 


Gaylord 


@ SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Nashville Unit 

The Nashville-Middle Tennessee Unit of 
the Catholic Library Association, known pre- 
viously as the Nashville Catholic Library 
Club, has as its officers for the current year: 
Dr. William A. FitzGerald, director, Pea- 
body Library School, chairman; Sister M. 
Felicia, R.S.M., librarian, Cathedral High 
School, vice-chairman; and Miss Elizabeth 
Merritt, librarian, St. Thomas Hospital, sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

Its regular quarterly meeting was held on 
Ascension Thursday in the newly decorated 
Library School of George Peabody College. 
Sister Roberta, O.P., reported on plans for 
a Catholic bookmobile under the auspices 
of the Senior CYO, to be used for distribut- 
ing books donated by members of the Unit 
The formal petition for authorization of the 
Nashville-Middle Tennessee Unit within the 
Mid-South Conference was signed. The 
formal meeting was concluded by a talk on 
the “Guidance Function of the Librarian” by 
Dr. FitzGerald. A collation, served by mem- 
bers of the Rosary Club of Peabody College, 
was followed by a tour of the Library School 


G'208. INC. 


STOCKTON, CALIF. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


ELIZABETH MERRITT, 
Secretary. 


quarters. 


Western Pennsylvania Unit 

The regional unit of Western Pennsyl- 
vania set a precedent this year by founding 
the Blanchard Library Science Scholarship 
at Duquesne University. This rotating gift 
will be awarded each summer to a different 
community holding active membership in 
the local unit of Catholic Library Associa- 
tion. The scholarship has been named for 
the founder of the Library Science Depart- 
ment at Duquesne University, Dr. Marie 
Gertrude Blanchard, pioneer librarian in the 
field. 

The Fall meeting of the regional unit will 
convene at Sacred Heart Academy, Corao- 
polis, on Saturday, October 29. Dr. Frank 
Munn, director of Carnegie Library School, 
is the invited guest speaker. Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Coakley, pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church, Pittsburgh, will be luncheon speaker. 

SISTER MARIE HELENE, S.C, 
Secretary. 
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